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Newcastle fiasco shatters Sterrey 


By John Economos 


occer Australia’s decision last 

Friday to dump the Newcastle 

Breakers from the National 
Soccer League has left coach Lee 
Sterrey totally devastated and his 
players completely shattered. 

When ABSW contacted Sterrey late 
yesterday, he stated: “I’m just gutted by 
the whole issue with the two years I've 
put in (into the team). 

“Tradition means a hell of a lot to me 
and a few people are to blame at what's 
happened to us. The Newcastle fans 
deserve far better treatment. 

“All people in my dressing room 
(including support coaches and even our 
groundsman), are all now victims of the 
whole situation in being kicked out of the 
League.” 

Sterrey became emotional as he went 
on to add: “I’m a passionate person to the 
job T hold down. 

“Now to lose the lot through very poor 
leadership is gut wrenching. 

“Already two of our players,(captain 
Shane Pryce and midfielder Greg 


Loe Sterrey: “I'm just gutted by 
the whole Issue.” 

“Fourteen players walked out last 
week. 

“My players had stopped training just 
cover a week ago. They are still waiting 
and hoping for some kind of a miracle. 

“This has just destroyed our personal 


“For Johnny Buonavoglia (striker) 
who has recently become engaged, this 
has caused him trauma,” stressed 
Sterrey. 

Under Sterrey’s control, the Breakers 
last year had their best season on record, 

In Sterrey’s second season, the 
Breakers went one even better. 

If the Newcastle Breakers remain ban- 
ished out of the National League for the 
coming season, it will be a critical loss, if 
not a blatant indictment to Australian 
Soccer. 

Newcastle needs the League, but the 
reverse is even more vital. 

Last night after ABSW went to press, 
most of the Breakers’ players, were 
being invited by the Northern NSW 
Soccer Federation to attend an urgent 
meeting. 

It’s believed that Soccer Australia, 
even at this late stage, is still willing to 
listen to a new entity that is willing to 
come forward with a real solid rescue 
package that can be put on the table to 
stave off the disintegration of the 
Breakers. 


Todd McManus: Quality defender in action but now unemployed. Owens), have signed for two other clubs. 


lives, including mine. 


for most of the match and had to rely on a great free-kick by wonder 
boy Ronaldihno in injury time to send them into extra-time. 

Down to nine men after having one man sent off after 75 minutes 
and their skipper sent off for the foul right on full time which led to 
the goal, the defiant Africans stunned Brazil with a spectacular gold- 


Olympic favourites 
crash out of Games 
en-goal winner in the 113th minute. 


‘na night of upsets in the Olympic tournament, last Saturday In the all-European derby, Spain harassed Italy into one too many 
night hot favourites Italy as well as mighty Brazil were elim- _ mistakes and the Spanish were rewarded with the winner from Gabri 
inated from gold medal contention. just minutes from time. 

One of the bigger upsets though belonged to the Ivan Zamorano In the other match, an exciting affair between USA and Japan 
inspired Chile. Chile struck three times in the first half to virtually ended in a 2-2 draw after the US converted a last minute penalty. The 
seal Nigeria’s fate before half-time, the current champions eventual- Americans went on to win 5-4 in the shoot-out, Roma based super- 
ly falling 4-1. star Hidetoshi Nakata hitting the post with his spot-kick for the only 

But the most stunning win came in Brisbane, where Brazil met penalty miss. 
unfancied Africans Cameroon. 


Below their best for much of the tournament Brazil were 1-0 down Full reports page 10 
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only mistake cost us three points against 
Ttaly, but he will no doubt feature in the 
senior side for the 2002 World Cup qual- 
ifiers. 
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Wi: what an Olympic games tour- 

NY Unfortunately both 
Australian teams are gone, but how 
incredible was quarter final night. Sitting 
in the press tribune at the SFS last 
Saturday night it was amazing to see the 
World’s press flicking station to station 
on the TV sets provided for each journal- 
ist to follow every event of the games. 

Trying to watch one match live while 
following three others on three different 
channels can be difficult, but I guess too 
much football is never enough. 

I was fortunate enough to see the 
Spain and Italy match but how incredible 
Must it have been in Brisbane. with 
Cameroon's amazing nine-man triumph 
over favourites Brazil, 

Talso understand that the Chilean fans 
blew the roof off the MCG ~ that is no 
mean feat either, And just to make sure S peaking of Besiktas, it is nice to see 
we had everything, the USA — Japan that the Turkish club’s fans have 
game went to penalties. Let’s hope the made a peace offering to the Leeds fans 
remaining matches will give us as much prior to their Champions League clash 
excitement. (page 29). After the Galatasaray debacle 

(Full QF reports page 10) it's good to see that some are trying to do 

the right thing. 


By Greg Danvers, 
n Friday last Soccer Australia 
Ore what most have antici- 
pated for the past few months. 
The brief statement released by SA read: 
“The Board of Soccer Australia today 
Met to consider whether Newcastle 
Breakers should be entitled to participate in 
the 2000-2001 National Soccer League 
competition. 

“The meeting had been called to deter- 
mine whether Newcastle Breakers had met 
the conditions of entry. 

“The Board considered that Newcastle 
Breakers had not met the conditions of 
entry and a decision was made not to admit 
Newcastle Breakers to the National Soccer 
‘League for the 2000-2001 competition.” 

SOCCER Australia it’s about time you 
opened your eyes and ears to the soccer 
public of not only the north, but all of 
Australia, 

It took six months or more for you to 
summon the gumption to get rid of David 
Hall and in doing so putting an end to the 
Newcastle Breakers Football Club Limited. 

A fight you will now, as you would have 
then, fight out in a court of law. Surely your 
criteria will hold up and your legal advice is 
sound, 

With the demise of KB United in the 80s 
the Hunter region lost players in the ilk of 
David Lowe, Mark Jones, Ralph Maier, 
Darren Stewart and Howard Tredenick to 
other NSL clubs. 


he Matildas also have reason to be 

proud. Although going down to 
Brazil in their final match it was by far 
their best match of the tournament (page 
14) and it was capped with the goal of the 
toummament by Australian striker Sunni 
Hughes. If you get a chance have a look 
at the footage. Amazing! 


he Champions League is in full 

swing again with the second round of 
matches completed (pages 20 & 21) with 
Leeds United and Turks Besiktas causing 
the upsets. (Full results and tables page 
26). 


Shane Pryce: Departed. 
players in Northern NSW. 

Don’t deny the Australian public a team 
from the north. The support for team last 
season grew 43 percent, their success both 
on and off the field had people returning to 
soccer, media coverage of soccer in the 
north outstripped the major cities barring 
probably Perth. New people discovered 
soccer in a predominantly league town. 

Remember the ARL-Super League war? 
Both sides wanted Newcastle; Soccer 
Australia have a real good look at yourself; 
you need a team in the NSL now and 
always, 
Most in the Hunter believe there has 
been a political agenda behind your pro- 

ination so much so that local federal 
politicians are being lobbied to have an 
investigation into the running of Soccer 


guess we can look back on the 

Olympic tournament as a disappoint- 
tment but we do have to look at the posi- 
tives to come out of it. Despite all the 
reason’s we could come up with for our 
failure at the end of the day in Hayden 
Foxe we have uncovered a shining light 
for future years. It’s unfortunate that his 


ally, on the local front - the horror 
story that is the Breakers is almost 
over (front page and page 2). Someone 
please get their act together — the region 
needs and deserves an NSL side. 
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In the current debacle the region has lost. 
skipper Shane Pryce (Perth) and Greg 
‘Owens (Sydney Olympic) while the rest of 
the players are in limbo. Glenn Moore is 
believed to be close to signing .with a 
Sydney based club. How many more will 
go? 

In June this year you (Soccer Australia) 
invited the Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation to coordinate an alternative 
league submission for the 2000-2001 NSL. 
season. 

The federation prepared it, NOW you 
must implement it. Today Tuesday 
September 26 is your D-Day. Dor’t disap- 
point the near 40,000 registered soccer 


Australia. 

The future of the youth of soccer in the 
north is also on the line should there be no 
NSL team from the region. 

Soccer supporters, right _ around 
Australia, it is time for you to support the 
Hunter and tell Soccer Australia to accept 
the Northern NSW Federation's proposal. 

Phone them on (02) 92670799, fax them 
on (02) 92672559 or email nslmedia@oze- 
mail.com.au but please do it today as there 
will be no tomorrows for Soccer in the 
North if Soccer Australia deny the region a 
team in the 2000-2001 National Soccer 
League. 


AUSTRALIAN SQUAD 


enior coach Frank Farina has 
announced is 18 man LG 
Socceroo squad to travel to Dubai 

for the LG CUP 2000. 
The four nations international tourna- 
ment, to be hosted by the Arabian Gulf 
State of Dubai in the United Arab 


Emirates next month (October), includes 
the hosts UAE, Kuwait and South Korea. 
The LG Socceroos will play two 
matches and kick off their campaign on 
the 4th October with a match against 
Kuwait, followed by South Korea on the 
Tth October. 


VIDMAR Aurelio. Midfielder 
AGOSTINO. Paul Striker 
ALOISI John Striker 
ZDRILIC David Striker 


THE 18 MAN LG SOCCEROO SQUAD IS: 


Perth Glory (Australia) 
Adelaide City (Australia) 
1860 Munich (Germany) 
Coventry City (England) 
Sp Veg Unterhaching (Germany) 
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Australia loses rights to 


host Oceania play-offs 


ustralia has lost out on the 
Aw to host the Oceania 

club championship soccer 
play-offs because of sporting sanc- 
tions imposed on Fiji, 

Papua New Guinea won the right to 
host the tournament in Port Moresby 
from January 9-22. 

Australia failed to convince the 
Oceania executive meeting that the 
Howard Government would temporar- 
ily lift the sporting sanctions, imposed 
in the wake of the May 19 coup, to 
allow the Fijian champions to play. 

“The Australians were given an ulti- 
matum: to ask their Government to lift 
the sanctions on Fiji. 

“But when they failed that commit- 


ABSW’s new email: soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 
soccerweekly @ hotmail.com still available 


ment, FIFA executive committee 
members had no alternative but to shift 
the venue to PNG to allow Fiji to take 
part,” Oceania delegate to the FIFA 
executive Dr Samud-din Sahu Khan 
said from Sydney, 

“We have a very strong voice from 
other Oceania countries and this was 
used when there was a protest from the 
Australian delegates that the venue 
should not be changed as they had 
already started preparations to host the 
play-offs.” 

New Zealand national club champi- 
‘ons Napier City will attend the tourna- 
ment, with the winner of the 1]-team 
event playing the world club champi- 
onship finals in Spain next August. 


eel 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


YDNEY OLYMPIC last 

‘Wednesday took 'deliy- 
ery’ of their 27-year-old 
Liberian international 
striker, Mass Sarr, who has 
not played for over seven 
months. 

The powerfully built, 
(but understandably quite 
unfit), striker, who has 
played six years in the 
French League with 
Montpellier as well as for 
Monaco, went on loan in 
Germany with Bayern 
Leverkusen and in 
England with Reading. 

As well, he's also had a 
spell in Croatia with 
Hajduk Split. 


Peier Raskopoulos: 
Olympic's General 
manager. 


More recently, Sarr had 
a stint in the USA where he 
has left behind his wife and 
two children till his future 
is finalised with Olympic. 

Olympic's General man- 
ager Peter Raskopoulos 
stated to ‘Good Oil' yester- 
day: "Once he gets himself 
fit, he's going to be some 
player, 

“Last Sunday we had a 
hit out against a 
Macedonian Select side 
down at Wollongong and 
he scored a cracker. 

“He gathered possession 
35 metres out, beat two 
defenders before cracking 
a 25 metre piledriver into 


the target," an elated 
Raskopoulos reported. 
Olympic this Friday flies 
to Western Australia to 
play the Perth Glory in two 
practice matches. 
ecco 


HE OLYMPIC four 
semi finalists tonight, 
(Tuesday), are: 

USA vs Spain in Sydney. 

Chile vs Cameroon in 
Melbourne. 

e00e 
HE new NSL season 
kicking off in less than 
three weeks, will do so 
again in turmoil. 

This will be the third 
time that the League will 
start with an odd num- 
bered team competition. 

The first time was back 
in 1987 when Sydney City 
folded immediately after 
Round 1. Reason? Politics, 
not cash. 

Last season West 
Adelaide folded two weeks 
before the competition 
blasted off Reason? Cash, 
(lack of), and politics. 

Now with the Newcastle 
Breakers being ostracised 
last Friday night by Soccer 
Australia, again we will see 
an odd numbered League 


starting a new season. 
What other Sport can 
"boast' such disgraceful 
happenings? 
eeee 
IHE ITALIAN team 
after being surprisingly 
dumped last Saturday night 
out of the Olympics in the 
quarter finals 0-1 by Spain at 


Parramatta Eagles SC 
Cadets @ Super Youth 
League Trials for the Year 
2001 Season 


‘Sunday, 1st October, 8th October, 15th October 
‘Tima: 10am to 12n000 
‘Sunday, 1st October, 8th October, 15th October 
Tima; 12n00n to 2pm 
LOCATION: 


Monday, 2nd October, Sth October, 16th October 
‘Tim: 6.30pm to 80pm 


Tuesday, Srd October, 10th October, 17th October 
‘Tima; 6.90pm to 8.30pm, 


Wed, 4th October, 1ith October, 1éth October 
‘Time: 6.30pm to 8.33pm 


‘Thursday, Sth October, 12th October, 19th October| 
‘Time: 6.30pm to 8.30pm 


LOCATION; 
Ray Marshall Reserve, Wellington & Erie 
Streets, South Granville 
For Further Details: 


Phone 9645 4413 or contact 
John comito ww) 9888 4758 


the Sydney Football 
Stadium, quickly departed 
for Europe last Sunday at 
Spm. 

Prior to boarding their 
flight, Italy's star goalkeeper 
Christian Abbiati was spot- 
ted by 'Good Oil’ buying 
children's wear at the 


Christian Abbiati: Last minute shopping at 
Airport on Sunday. 
International Airport. frantically bidding $3,000 
The super-star goalkeeper for the goggles that he had 
who virtually by himself strapped on for his 'world- 
‘killed’ Australia in the open- _first-solo-Olymy 


ing game at the M.C.G., was 
spotted on Sunday with his 
Olympic team-mates milling 
around him, snapping up 
items at 'Scribblys', a chil- 
dren's clothing store inside 
the Customs’ barrier. 
eoee 

ESIDES the unbeliev- 

able and stupendous 
Opening Ceremony, Grant 
Hackett's heroic 1,500 
metres Gold, Michael 
Diamond's back-to-back 
Golds with the shotgun in 
the trap, plus our fabulous 
and the Olympics’ first 
ever Gold won by our 
plucky Women's Water 
Polo team, the next very 
best heroic and indelible 
achievement must be cred- 
ited to one Eric (‘the eel’) 
Moussambani. 

Eric from the tiny nation 
Equatorial Guinea, won 
huge fan support plus 
media focus for his ‘solo 
100 metres’ free style swim. 

This guy got a standing 
ovation from 14,500 wild 
cheering fans at the 
Aquatic Centre last week, 
when the 22-year-old 
exhausted African native 
almost drowned over the 
last four metres, forced 
near the end to resort to 
dog-paddling. 

The galant lad later con- 
fessed he had never before 
swum 100 metres in his life, 
nor had he ever swum in a 
pool. 

Eric back in his own 
country had only swum ina 
river, which was infested by 
hungry, snappy 
Hogans’, 

If that's the case, he 
should have been a perfect- 
ed pool sprinter, 

Such has been the iconic 
status that Erie has now 
achieved, that last night 
charity-fund-raisers were 


‘Paul _ 


Grant Hackett: Super 
1,500 metres. 


Kee ieee 
tees eitisye 


Eric Moussambani: 
Marvel 100 metres, 


@ 
YDNEY OLYMPIC last 
week moved quickly to 
snare to their pre-season 
training sessions Newcastle 
Breakers’ defender Glenn 
Moore and teenage goalscor- 
ing-midfielder Greg Owens. 
Owens has now been 
signed by Olympic. 
igned by the 
ian lethal striker 
Esala Masi, has also been 
invited by Olympic to attend 
training sessions, with a 
potential contract waiting for 
him. 
How the wheel of fortune 
can change in Australian 


Soccer for a player. 
Three years ago when 
Masi first lobbed into 


Australia from Fiji, he made 
his way to Sydney Olympic 


Esla Masi: Will he join 
Sydney Olympic? 


where after just a week's trial 
he was rejected. 
ecco 

'YDNEY UNITED have 

just signed newly 
arrived 22-year-old 
Croatian Youth interna- 
tional Igor Ilecic from 
Dinamo Zagreb. 

Tlecic played for the 
Croatian champions 
between 1997 and 1999 
after graduating through 
their Junior ranks. 

For the past season he 
has been playing with first 
division neighbouring side, 
Zagreb during which time 
Tlecic made 12 appearances 
for the Croatian Youth 
team. 


Last week Sydney 


United also signed former 
Melbourne Knights 26- 


Mark Silic: Signed for 
Sydney United. 


year-old mobile midfielder, 
Mark Silic. 

During his residence 
with the Knights, Silic 
made five Grand Final 
appearances, 

He now joins old former 
Knight team-mates at 
United in Francis 
Awaritefe and Tommy 
Pondeljak. 

Trialing with United is 
New Zealand goalkeeper 
Ross Nicholson. 

Sydney United's first 
home match in the new sea- 
son is Round 1 against the 
Northern Spirit starting at 
3pm. 

eeee 
UNDAY's Olympic 
‘Closing Ceremony’ is 
being bandied around that it 
will be even more spectacu- 
lar than the, Opening 


Ceremony. 
Total Crap. 
Every man and his dog 
can verify that nothing will 


EVER surpass Sydney's 
unbelievable, stupendous 
ultre. — mega Opening 


Ceremony. Not America, Not 
Russia, Not any nation. 


Anyhow the Closing 
Ceremony which will no 
doubt be magnificent, will 
involve many Australian 
Super Stars of showbiz, plus 
no less than a cast of 8,000 
will be involved to say 
‘Goodbye’ to the new millen- 
nium Olympics. 


WARRINGAH DOLPHINS 


feeder club to 


NORTHERN SPIRIT su 


a subsidiary of the Glasgow Rangers 
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TRIAL DATES FOR SEASON 2003 
‘Were: CROMER PARK — 001 South Cree Ruse, Dew Why 


SUPER LEACUE 


Ferra 

int Grade 
Fesnae narnd rastane to: 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
PO Box 455, 


Men's 
Under 


Friday 


21's & Undor 18's 
‘Venua:Gromer Park, Dee Why 


Day: Date: 
Wednesday 18th October 
Friday 20h 


Wednesday 25th Gctobar 


‘ejober 
23mm October 


27h Cetaber 


20pm 
.c0pm 
0.D6am 


Oct 
ath Oct 
14th Oct. 


Ds 
Monday 


Wednesday 11th Oct. 6.00pm Tuesday 171 8.00pm 
For lurhor Information regarding the Youth 8 Junior contact: Geot Lake 0418 688 402 


th Oct. 


jon contact 
Robert McCalum 410 478 917 


Wondy Aouad 0414 603 77: 


niion eon 


Rothmans Football Year Book 2001 
News Of The World Football Annual 2001 
Playfair Football Annual 2001 
‘Alex Ferguson — “Managing My Life" 
Manchester United Year Book — 2000 Edition 
Robbie Slater — ‘The Hard Way’ 

Ronaldo 

‘The Away Game — Matthew Hall 


Michael Owens — ‘Soccer Skills Book’ 
icted” 


Keegan 
History Of Australia's NSL 


Plus many more Soccer Coaching Books 
and Videos, now available. 


All Credit Cards, Cheques & Money Orders accepte 
Add $8 for Postage & Packaging anywhere in Australia 


80 Flinders Street, Melbourne. Victoria. 3000. 


Telephone: (03) 9662 1085 or (03) 9662 1086 
Fax: (03) 9662 1282 
www.melsportsbooks.com.au 
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OCCER right across goalkeeper, could prove to be 


the globe has many _ the best signing that Olympic 
thousands of ‘Big Hearted’ has made for the coming sea- 
people that are heavily son. 


devoted to the code, both 
on, as well as off, the pitch. 

But the current Vice 
President of FIFA, Swede 
Mr Lennart Johansson, 
right now must surely be 
the most courageous and 
most dedicated of all. 

Last Tuesday night Mr 
Johansson turned up at the 
splendidly remodelled 
Hindmarsh Stadium to 
watch an Olympic Group 
match between Italy and 
Nigeria. 

So what? 

He did so just 24 hours 
after undergoing surgery to 
have a brand new heart 
pace-maker inserted at the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital. 

That’s what. 


Bolton had spent two 


Lennart Johansson: Vice President of FIFA shows 
big heart for the code. 


And the match was 
worth it, ending in a heart- 
stopping 1-1 draw, which 
helped to really test out 
Lennart’s new ‘pump’. 


years at the ALLS. before 
being signed by the Brisbane 
Strikers six years ago. A year 
later Clint was a prominent 
member of the victorious 


eo0ee Grand Final team that defeat- 
ILINT BOLTON, ed Sydney United 2-0. 
Sydney  Olympic’s Bolton readily admits that 


newly signed 25-year-old the people that influenced 


STANMORE HAWKS [eae 
) 


SOCCER CLUB ( 
N 


56-58 Stanmore Road, Stanmore 2042 


SELECTION TRIALS 


For SENIOR GRADES PLAYING IN 
SUPER LEAGUE (Winter Season) 
(First Grade, Under 21 and Under 18) 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
3 October, 2000 at 
Tempe Reserve, Holbeach Avenue, 
Tempe — 6.30pm 
sf ee 
DIVISION 1 YOUTH LEAGUE 
{Under I3s to Under 16s) 

And CADET LEAGUE (Under 11s and 12s) 
Mondays and Wednesdays commencing 
from 4th October 2000 
Tempe Reserve, Holbeach Avenue, 
Tempe — 6.30pm 
Enquiries: FIRST GRADE: 
George Lazarou (coach) Tel. 0414 972 147 
UNDER 12S AND 21s: 
Peter Kittos 0417 07014 
YOUTH LEAGUE: 

Soto Mavros 0417653979 or 
Mr Tom Gambrellls 95881215 
CADET LEAGUE: 

Steve Economides 0419 686 569 


coach A.LS.), Mark Bonich 
and Paul Jones. 
Always one that readily 


appreciates a good laugh, 
Bolton possesses no less than 
180 episodes of Seinfeld on 
video. 

Who does Bolton rate as 
his hardest opponent? 

“My former mate from the 
ALLS., Mark Viduka. Mark 
was easily the hardest striker 


for a goalkeeper to play - 


against,” stated Bolton. 

And Bolton’s international 
goalkeeping hero? 

Former Manchester 
United's gloveman, Peter 
Schmeichel. 


ecco 
ONDURAS, the 
Champions of Central 


America which we saw 
competing in their first 
ever Olympics, qualified 
for the Sydney 2000 Games 
by amazingly romping 
home 2-1 over the USA in 
the Final, 

This win was sweet 
revenge for the Hondurans 
after having being belted 
3-0 by the USA in the 
Group matches, 

The highly skilled, but 
temperamental Hon- 
durans, got to the Olympics 
by also smashing their way 
past semi-finalists Mexico 
via a penalty shoot-out 
after a goalless draw. 

‘They won heaps of 
friends whilst in Adelaide, 
displaying excellent public 
relations, but spoilt matters 


and helped him the most 
were Ronnie Smith (Head 


for themselves when they 

clashed in Sydney with the 

Australian Olympic team. 
ecco 


Viaro ZORIC, 
Marconi’s ball-playing 


midfielder, has been granted 
another year’s contract. 

At the end of last season, it 
looked certain that Zoric and 
Marconi would part compa- 


ny, with the midfielder seem- 
ingly looking as if he would 
join the Newcastle Breakers, 
However a family busi- 
ness in Sydney would not 
allow Zoric the time for trav- 
elling to training back and 
forth to the ‘Steel City’. 
Finally, Marconi’s coach 
Eddie Kmeevic after losing 
midfielder Brad Maloney to 
the Perth Glory, was influ- 
enced to retain the 29-year- 
old Vlado for another season. 
eoee 
ARY VAN EGMOND, 
the former Marconi 
mobile international 
defender, was recently 
appointed Head coach by 
the Manly Warringah 
Dolphins in the NSW State 
League. 


Honduras in action at the Sydney 2000 games 


against Italy. They lost this match 3-1, 
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A former Manly Junior 
player many years ago, 


‘Harpo’ represented 
Australia at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 


His clubs have included 
Marconi, for most of his 
professional playing career, 
‘as well as having stints with 
Footscray JUST, 
Blacktown City, Apia 
Leichhardt as well as one 
season with Dutch side 
Roda. 

Over the past two sea- 
sons, Gary was employed 
as Youth Coach with the 
Northern Spirit. 

6698 

HE ANNUAL ‘David 

Carty and Peter Forsyth 
Memorial Soccer Cup’ will 
this year be staged on 
Sunday October 8th from 10 
am through to 6pm at the 
Parramatta Melita Stadium, 
situated on Everly Street, 
Granville, 

This Seven-a-Side 
Toumament Cup will be 
hosted by the NSW Police 
Service Soccer Club in con- 
junction with — Soccer 
Australia and Sydney NSL 
clubs plus NSW Super 
League clubs. 

The teams involved in the 
Cup this. year has been 
expanded to include: 

Marconi, Sydney United, 
Northem Spirit, Sydney 
Olympic, Wollongong 
Wolves, Parramatta Power, 
Blacktown City, Parramatta 
Eagles plus the Bonnyrigg 


: | (e) 
foam 


Gary van Egmond: New coach of the Dolphins. 


White Eagles. 
Previous Winners were: 

1998 Sydney United. 1999 

Wollongong Wolves. 

Don’t forget, Sunday 
week, October 8th at the 
Melita Stadium. 

cece 

BS-TV from Thursday 

‘October 19th, at 10 pm, 
will begin screening a 13 
Episode series titled ‘All 
Stars’, a black comedy 
series from Holland about 
a hapless Soccer team 
selected from a band of 
misfit players. 

‘AIL Stars’ will be 
screened on Thursday 
nights just before the 
‘European Champions 

ie. 

This black-humoured 


4, 


‘Mark’, 
‘Bram’, 

The series has it all. 

For example, a garage 
sale is organised to raise 
urgently needed funds for a 
tombstone, a road trip with 
seven guys, a Germany vs 
Holland grudge match, a 
communal team shaving 
session, a female journo 
who wants to become an 
‘All Star’, a player seeking 
love in gay personals, 

There’s even a birth of a 
child in.a dressing room 
would you believe? 

If you’ve ever played 
Soccer, no matter at what 
level, ‘All Stars’ has some- 
thing for you. 

Don’t miss it, 

Again, ‘All Stars’ kicks 
off Thursday, October 19th 
for 13 weeks, 

eoce 

'YDNEY UNITED have 

signed two Solomon 
Island internationals Francis 
Wasi is a 23-year-old mid- 
fielder who played in New 
Zealand last season with club 
side Nelson, 


‘Hero’ 


and 


&. 


Alan Hunter: United’s coach at elated at arrival of 
his two new signing from the Solomon Islands. 


comedy series traces the 
madcap, on and off the 
field antics of ‘Ross’, 
‘Paul’, Johnny’, ‘Peter’, 

5 aaa 


The other is Commins 


Menapi, a striker, who also 
played with Nelson and was 
the winner of the ‘Golden 


David Mitchell: Head coach of the 
Parramatta Power. 


Boot’ award there as well as 
taking out the ‘Players’ 
Player’ trophy. 

United’s Head coach Alan 
Hunter was most elated at the 
arrival of this dynamic duo 
from the Solomons after they 
had_ previously taken part in 
United's pre-season training 
week last month at the 
Narrabeen camp. 

United's other off-season 
signings include: Richard 
Plesa, Francis Awaritefe, 
Danny Bert, Zlatko 
Arambasic and more recent- 
ly 18-year-old midfielder 
from Canberra Deakin, 
Goran Talevski. 

“You know me, I was a 
very competitive player and 
now I will see to it that my 
team is a very competitive 
one as well,” the giant 
Hunter threatened to ‘Good 
oi’. 

United tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) travels to 
Creman Park in Cringilla, 
(South Coast), for a friendly 
hit-out against current 
League champions, the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

eo0e 


EFF HOPKINS, Head 

coach of the Eastern 
Pride (formally Gippsland 
Falcons) has enticed an 
Englishman to migrate to 
Australia and join his side. 

Neville Roach, a promis- 
ing solid striker from the 
U.K. comes to the ‘Pride’ 
from Southend with a 
hunger for goals. 

The import striker who 
turns 22 years old this 


Friday, played —_with 
Hopkins when the two were 
on the playing staff at 
Reading. 

Whilst at Reading, 
Roach who loves the ball to 
be knocked to his feet, 
scored an incredible 46 
goals in the 1998/99 season 
before joining Southend 
the following year. 

South Korean utility 
defender Dong-Ki Kim, has 
also been signed up by the 
Eastern Pride from 
Adelaide City. 

ecco 
HE SNOWY HYDRO 
CUP, the second to be 
staged in Cooma, will be 
Staged this year at Nijong 
Oval on Saturday October 
7th. 

This year the Cup will be 
contested by Canberra 
Cosmos taking on Sydney 
Olympic with kick off at 
2.30pm with pre-match 


events starting at noon. 

Canberra’s coach, the 
most affable Tommy 
Sermanni, stated: “the 
Snowy Hydro Cup is the 
final game before the new 
NSL season kicks off and we 
will be looking to make a 
strong impresion. 

“We are also looking for- 
ward to showcasing the new 
Canberra Cosmos line-up,” 
ended the former Marconi 
and Canberra magical play- 
maker, 

eo0e 
USTRALIA will par- 
ticipate in a four 
nations tournament in 

Dubai next month. 

The other three national 
teams will come from the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait and South Korea 
that will do battle for the 
LG. Cup 2000’. 

National coach Frank 
Farina last week released 


(wh) 


Unwell 
“Tommy Sermanni: Canberra Cosmos’ experienced 
” popular coach. 


his 18 man travelling squad 
selection, deliberately 
bypassing ace striker Mark 
Viduka to wisely avoid fur- 
ther clashes with his 
England club Leeds 
United. 

Farina’s squad includes 


seven of the current 
Australian Olympic team. 
Goalkeepers; Bosnich 
and Kalac. 
Defenders: Foxe, 


Laybutt, Blatsis, Muscat, 


Tiatto, Colosimo, _T. 
Vidmar, 
Midfielders: Emerton, 


Skoko, Wehrman, Burns, 
A. Vidmar, Chipperfield. 

Strikers: Agostino, 
J.Aloisi, Zdrilic, 


BRAZILIAN ETT TMM 


Australia’s leading private Academy 


deft Hopkins: Signs up former team-mate 
from England. 


NEW 12-week term commencing 
October the 2nd, 2000 


Ar 
CONCORD — FAIRFIELD — ST GEORGE 


For all levels — beginners and elite — boys and girls U7’s ~ U17's 
Don't miss out on all the secrets of Brazilian football development. 


Call Now to enrol: Ph: 9540-9397 e Fax: 9532-6143 


The tournament takes 
place from October 4th to 
7th with a prize fund of 
$82,000. 


numbered team League. 

More than 14 of the 
Breakers’ players have 
walked out from the Club 
two weeks ago after being 
again messed about by the 
incumbent, (or is it incompe- 
tent) management. 

Head coach and ‘street 
smart’ Lee Sterrey, who over 
the past two seasons had 
done a sterling job with 
‘resources’ totalling up to a 


eos 


It’s reported that there 
are some 7,000 Australians 
working and living in 
Dubai, 

All matches will be night 
games played as ‘double 
headers’, 

The first game 
Wednesday October 4th 
sees the UAE clash with 
South Korea followed by 
the late game between 
Australia and Kuwait 

Saturday October 7th 
sees Australia - take. on 
South Korea in the early 
game followed by UAE bat- 
tling it out with Kuwait. 


eeee 
HE =©NEWCASTLE 
BREAKERS, following 
a Soccer Australia meeting 
urgently held last Friday, 
were officially dumped from 
the National League. 

Despite a communique 
that was fired out by Soccer 
Australia to the media on 
Thursday 7th September, vir- 
tually guaranteeing the peo- 
ple of Newcastle would have 
a team in the NSL, last 
Friday’s decision comes to 
some extent as a shock. 

The whole mess that has 
been going on up at 
Newcastle, should have been 
cleared up many, many 
months ago by first Soccer 
Australia, and second by the 
creditors concemed. 

Now we yet again have 
the ludicrous situation that 
the new season could, and 
will kick off with an odd 


Lee Sterrey; Newcastle 
coach with new bride, 
but no team. 


Paul Agostino; Australia’s aerial specialist striker. 


\ 


‘nd budget’ figure, is 
absolutely disgusted. 

And has been for many 
months. 

Then we have our Soccer 
officialdéom constantly cry- 
ing out aloud: “We must stop 
the huge exodus of our 
Australian players leaving 
our shores for Europe.” 

Why shouldn't they go? 

Players don’t only want 


cash, but want to operate 
under a strict and totally pro- 
fessional environment. 

Why on Earth does 
Australian Soccer, and with 
monotonous regularity over 
the years, allow ‘shonky 
operators’ to come waltzing 
in and out of our code at will, 
unquestioned, leaving finan- 
cial wreckages behind them? 

eo0e 

OCCER AUSTRALIA 

officials, after declaring 
Newcastle Breakers as a 
non starter for the new sea- 
son last Friday afternoon, 
went on a Harbour cruise 
that evening, entertaining 
some very high profiled 
Soccer dignitaries, 

Onboard the vessel 
being wined and dined, 


ABSW (8) 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


were non other than the 
president of FIFA Sepp 
Blatter plus former World 
Cup captain and France's 
living legend, Michele 
Platini. 

There's seems to be 
something radically out of 
place, or even immoral, 
about all these happenings 
last Friday evening, 

What about the poor 
Novocastrian supporters? 

Where does all this leave 
them. 

Have we forgotten that 
this is the second time that 
Newcastle has been allowed 
to crash out of the NSL? 

Remember the glorious 
Newcastle K.B. of the late 
70s? 


Michel Platini: France's World Cup skipper 
in Sydney. 


Female Elite Development Program 


zONE COACH 


Applications are invited from suitably qualified coaches for the 
Federation’s Elite Female Development Program. A coach is 
required for the Zone which covers the Association areas of 
Gladesville Hornsby, Manly Warringah, Kur-ring-gai and the 
Central Coast. 


Applicants should hold an Australian Coaching Council 
Accreditation and be prepared to undertake coaching License 
courses to further their development. Experience with elite play- 
er programs would be an advantage. 


The successful applicant will also be required to assist with Zone 
Camps and State Teams. 


Written applications should be received by close of business 
27th September, 2000 and forwarded to: 

Mr Max Groll 

Manager, Coaching and Development 

NSW Soccer Federation 

PO Box 6146 

Baulkahm Hills BC NSW 2153 


Applications may also be forwarded to Max Groll by e-mail! 
to tricia@soccernsw.com.au 


For further information, please contact Max Groll 


during business hours on 02 9629 1800. 


Www.soccernsw.com.au 
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USA MAKES NEWS 
BACK HOME 


lhe success of the USA men’s team in qualifying 

for the semi-finals in these Sydney Olympic 
Games should provide a huge boost for soccer foot- 
ball in the land of the Stars and Stripes. 

That is the opinion of USA coach Clive Charles 
and the excited team officials. 

“The American media covering the games in 
Australia automatically expect their basketball 
“Dream Team” to win and take it for granted that its 
key athletes on the track and in the pool will win 
medals,” Press Officer Bryan Chenault said. 

“The USA Women’s soccer side also is expected 
to take gold, but what our media was hanging out for 
was an upset success in any sport and the men’s soc- J 


cess on Saturday. 


my players.” 


Brazil and Italy.” 


cer team is supplying that surprise story by reaching 
the semi-final phase.” 

USA is the only country to have dual semi-final 
representation in both the women and men’s football 
competitions in these Y2K Olympics. 

In those healthy circumstances, the big picture 
looks rosy for the sport in a country that has a mulli- 
tude of successful professional sporting competi- 
tions. 

Japan’s loss on penalties to the USA at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium on Saturday night was a bitter 


Games extravaganza. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


Brandon Park, looked good in trials and coach 
Ron Cony has signed him bringing with him 
experience with three years in the French Third 
Division, 

Next month the Wolves will defend the Carty- 
Forsyth Memorial Cup at Melita Stadium, Nine 
clubs have entered the series, named in memory 


By Otto Bader 


‘olves Schools Visits — captain Matt 
Horsley with the help of some of the first 
graders is working out another plan for the com- 
ing school period visits with organised coaching 


clinics. of police officers David Carty and Peter Forsyth, 
_ Over the year they have coached close to 5000 who were killed in the line of duty, 
kids and the response has been great. ‘Two groups have been formed with Group A 


Sane 
icott Chipperfield — has been selected in the 
Socceroo squad to play two games in Dubai 
against Kuwait and South Africa in the LG CUP 
with prizemoney of $50,000. 

The squad leaves on September 29 and 
retums October 9, just a few days before the 
Wolves play their first game of the new season at 
home against Perth Glory, 

ana 

yre-Season Preparations — of the Wolves 

are Boing well, only two minor injuries 
hamper two regulars with Robbie 
Stanton (calf), Alvin 
Ceccoli (groin, shin) plus 
young talent Beren Sullivan 
(hamstring) and newcomer 
Grant Barlow (knee). 

A win against the 
Auckland Kingz 1-0 with 
the goal scored by Sasho 
Petrovski, playing most of the 
second half with 10 men after 
George Souris was sent-off 
for a second bookable offence. 
Scott Chipperfield and Matt Horsley 
looked sharp, supported by midielder 
Paul Reid while at the back Ben Blake @ 
played sweeper, David Huxley stopper and 
youngster Paul O'Grady in defence made up the 
solid backline, 

Outstanding in goal was Daniel Beltrame, 
staking a strong claim for the number one spot 
with a Man-of-the-Match display. Regulars 
David Cervinski, Sasho Petrovski and Stuart 
Young were replaced at half-time to give all 
players in particular newcomers a ran, 

Coach Ron Corry was pleased with the per- 
formance, considering it was the first serious 
outing. 

New striker Sacha Talesman, a new arrival at 


— Sydney Olympic, Bonnyrigg, Parramatta 
Powers, Blacktown City and Northem Spirit. 
Group B — Wolves, Parramatta Eagles, Marconi 
and Sydney United. 

Organisers have decided to change the format 
and play a seven-a-side competition over 10 min- 
utes each way, all games on Sunday October 8. 
Coaching clinics will be staged by NSL player 
daring the day from 9; 

. 


a 
| ects Player for Wolves — Liberian 
international, attacking midfielder Alex 
Brown will start training with 
the Wollongong club later 
this week. 
The 23-year-old is highly 
rated and described as very 
fast and mobile. He has 
played in Switzerland 
First Division and played 
in friendly matches for 
Libera. 
Another midfielder is expect- 
ed soon from Singapore rec- 

‘ommended by Stuart Young 

and watched on a recent visit to 
Singapore by assistant coach Stuart 
Beedic, on trial with the Wolves. 
His name is Max Nicholson, an Englishman, 
playing in the centre of midfield, promising a 
‘good prospect and coach Ron Corry will cast a 
Critical eye over both newcomers, 

Former Wolves player Mark Robertson has 
signed with English Second Division club 
Swindon Town and his progress will be watched 
with interest by the We fans. 

a 


. 
(00-Ball — as played last season at Brandon 
park before every home game proved very 


ents to watch the Wolves, 


6 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 26, 2000 


disappointment to that nation and to its huge travel- 
ling support and its massive media contingent. 
But the sport will continue to thrive in that coun- 


x n try because it is next up-to co-host the World Cup. 
S The USA's path to the semi-finals of the Olympic 
Games has not been easy as it has been shunted 
A between Canberra, Melbourne and Adelaide and will 
= complete its Marco Polo travels in Sydney. 
By Allan Crisp Coach Charles, who carved his impressive playing 


reputation during eight seasons with West Ham 
United, was filled with pride after the 2-2 draw with 
Japan and the subsequent 5-4 penalty shoot-out suc- 


“T’'ve been involved in a lot of games, but this is 
the most exciting match of the lot,” Charles said, 

“I'm proud to be a part of it. We came from behind 
twice and that shows great character on the part of 


A post match press conference question wanting 
Charles to compare semi-finalist USA with eliminat- 
ed teams, Brazil and Italy, brought this response: 
“This is a major competition and we are still here. 
We have a good team and it’s nice that we can prove 
that, but it’s unfair to say that we are. better than 


HEROIC KEEPERS 
‘apanese goalkeeper Seigo Narazaki and USA cus- 
todian Brad Friedel were joint heroes during the 
exciting quarter-final clash that drew the curtain on 
the Hindmarsh Stadium seven-game Olympic 


Narazaki battled to the end of the 120 minute 
extra-time drama and the penalty shoot-out, despite 
suffering a head injury that reduced his brighly 
coloured jumper to a blood-drenched mess. 

Friedel produced some superb saves to prove why 
he is ranked so highly by his club side Liverpool. 


Popular with the fans and brought plenty of par- 


OFF THE CROSSBAR 


COOL “BAM BAM” 


ljamboyant Chilean superstar Ivan Zamorano 
stopped the traffic on arrival at the Adelaide 
Airport last week. 

“Bam Bam,” looking every stitch the pop-star 
with his long hair and wrap around sunnies, had to be 
escorted through the terminal by police while being 
surrounded by adoring fans. 

To his eternal credit, the striker who has scored 36 
goals for Chile from 60 internationals, still found 
time to scribble autographs as he skipped through to 
the team bus. 

Unfortunately, Zamorano was on the bench for 
Chile's only Hindmarsh Stadium game against 
Korea and was only seen in action during the half 
time kick around. 

Nothing was said officially, but there is little 
doubt Chile coach Nelson Acosta was reluctant to 
use the Inter Milan player because he was sitting on 
ayellow card from the previous match against Spain. 


FAMOUS FACES 


occer buffs were in awe when the USA contin- 
gent flew into Adelaide last week for its clash 
with Japan. 

On the same flight as the Americans were FIFA 
luminaries, Sepp Blatter (President) and former 
French World Cup great, Michel Platini (Technical 
Advisor). 

And, there to greet the famous pair was UEFA 
President and FIFA vice-President, Lennart 
Johansson. 

A visiting journalist from Perth stood transfixed 
and wide eyed when the trio walked past the assem- 
bled group. 

When he was able to regain his composure, 
Jonathon said, “When I was a kid playing street soc- 
cer, I was Platini.” 


The U/10 series will continue in the forth- 
coming new season and nominations should be 
directed to the Wolves office at Brandon Park. 
Actually Soccer Australia recommended this 
fixture to all NSL clubs but it seems only the 
‘Wolves followed the tion with success, 


a 
randon Park — the home of soccer, a sta~ 
‘dium provided for the community years ago 
and amenities build by volunteers and no cost to 
the Wollongong Sports Ground Trust or the 
Government is still in the thoughts of the soccer 
fraternity. 

Wollongong University and the Trust finally 
came clean and declared an interest after years of 
rumours and denials, 

The University wants all the land including 
Brandon Park Stadium to knock it down and 
develop a technology park and Wollongong 
Trust is doing it’s part to get rid of Brandon Park, 

‘They want the Wolves at Win Stadium to keep 
it viable since the rugby league only plays a 
handful of games (6) at the ground and perhaps 
they want to help the nearby Steelers Club which 
is understandable, 

In the latest move a working committee has 
been formed to discuss the future of Brandon 
Park and the interest of the soccer fraternity. 


Sermanni, who 


petition. 


some years.” 


eptember Coaching Clinics — from 

Monday 25th till Wednesday 27th at Brandon 
Park from 9.30am till 12.30pm the Wolves will 
tun coaching clinics for ages from U/6’s to 
U/l4’s, 

Wolves players captain Matt Horsley, 
Soccerco Scott Chipperfield, Stuart Young for- 
mer Arsenal junior and Beren Sullivan a young 
‘Soccerco member all will be attending, 

iJ 

llawarre Soccer — nominations for next 

year’s competitions in either ICU Premier 

League or ICU Conference League close on 
Monday October 16th at 10am, 

Clubs from Helensburgh to Nowra, including 
the highland towns and Campbelltown area are 
considered. 

Coniact the Illawarra Soccer Association, 38 
Young Street, Wollongong NSW 2500, phone 
0242 272 969 or fax 0242 273 625 for details, 


putting together a 


into place. 


are willing to offer. 


Sermanni said. 


SERMANA WANTS RAVANELLO 


By Graham Cooke 


| ‘idfielder Andy Ravanello 
will have a chance to res- 
| cue his National Soccer 


| League career with Canberra 
Cosmos next season if coach Tom 
)} Sermanni has his way. 

‘discovered’ 
Ravanello as a teenager in the late 
1980s, has always rated him highly, 
but admits he has “drifted” in recent 
seasons, spending the winter playing 
for Port Kembla in the Illawarra com- 


‘He agreed he seems to get the best 
out of the former Weston Creek 
Royals junior. “I hope to continue 
that rapport, albeit after a break of 


Sermanni has had little time for 
anything other than soccer and sleep 
in recent weeks, as he combined his 
Sydney 2000 Olympic position as 
bale! Canberra's technical officer, with 


Cosmos team for the 2000-01 season, 
but says things are beginning to fall 


“We are doing in three weeks what 
other teams have had three months to 
complete,” he said. “But I don’t think 
we are going so badly.” 

A frenzy of activity is currently 
}) centring on the Blacktown City pair 
of Mark Hagger and Naoki Imaya, 
with 2 gap of around $4000 in what 
} Blacktown are demanding for a trans- 
fer fee and the amount the Cosmos 


“That's not a chasm, and I’m hop- 
ing we can come to an agreement,” 


The club are also chasing 


OFFICIAL NOD 

AS has been given a huge nod of approval 

from the aforementioned Lennart Johansson, 
who underwent heart surgery here last week. 

He had a pacemaker fitted at the Adelaide 
Hospital last Monday after being admitted the previ- 
ous Friday. 

“There is no doubt that Adelaide doctors are 
experts in dealing with heart conditions,” Mr. 
Johansson told ABSW. 

“T got the warning when both my feet became 
swollen like footballs, so I sought medical help. 

“Lwas awake while the pacemzker was installed 
and [recovered so quickly that I was able to go to the 
Italy-Nigeria match at Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Tuesday evening. 

“The doctors were very informative and I now 
know all about the problem and the solution and how 
to control my health in the future.” 


HAIL HINDMARSH 


indmarsh Stadium, the smallest of the Olympic 

Games venues tallied a cumulative crowd atten- 
dance figure of 111, 494 for its six preliminary 
games and a quarter-final. 


Allan Crisp can be heard each Tuesday from 
7.3am-Sam on the SRPH Breakfast Soccer 
Shaw (J197AM) along with former Australian 


Canberra-based players Shane Lyons | 
from Northem Spirit and Andy Rakic 
(Sydney United), and have secured 
John Angelucci, from Parramatta 
Power. 

“That's a very important signi 
the coach said. “John will provide 
some strike power, especially as we 
appear to be losing Ivo de Jesus to 
Carlton.” 

Sermanni said he is negotiating to 
bring a J-League player from his old 

* club, Sanfrecce Hiroshima - “some- i 
thing that should excite a bit of inter- 
est among the fans” - and perhaps 
most ambitiously, is courting Marcus 
Phillips, from Sydney Olympic. 

He confirmed the classy midfield- | 
er has been training with the Cosmos |} 
“but I don’t want to raise too many 
hopes - of course I would love to 
have him, he is just the person I need 
to give leadership in the middle of the 
park - it is a case of whether we can 
afford him.” 

Among trialists under considera- 
tion are Brad Scott, a striker from 
New Zealand, and defender Barry 
Guilford, who played non-league 
football in Britain. 

The Cosmos have played four 
games so far, drawing 0-0 with the 
US Olympic team, losing 1-0 to 
Northem Spirit in Sydney and beat- 
ing the Australian Institute of Sport 
2-0, On the weekend they played 
Parramatta Power in Sydney. 

On Thursday the entire squad 
leaves for a short tour of China before 
feturning for the annual Snowy 
Hydro Cup match with Northern 
Spirit in Cooma on October 7, a week 
before the opening NSL game, at 
home to Carlton. 


last-minute 
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TYNAN-EYRE CUP 


IN FORM TEAMS 
MARCH INTO FINAL 


By Bert van Bedaf 


lhe Melbourne 
Knights and South 
Melbourne drew 1-1 
in the third round of the 


Tynan-Eyre Cup at 
Knights Stadium last 
Sunday. 


The cross-town rivals will 
again meet in the cup final at 
the Veneto Club in Bulleen 
on Friday night, 8.15pm. 

In the earlier match of the 
double header, played at 
Sunshine, Carlton beat 
Easter Pride 2-1. The two 
teams will fight out third and 
fourth place at 6pm of the 
finals double header at 
Bullen. 

Knights new Portuguese 
signing Toto Da Costa head- 
ed down the assist with his 
first touch, putting the ball in 
the path of Jason Vukadin, 
who smashed it home in the 
64th minute, 


—— 


But Andy Vlahos 
equalised from a Vaughan 
Coveny cutback in the 76th 
minute. 

Da Costa, a visa player 
from second division club 
Eindhoven, Holland, had 
come on as a substitute for 
Xhezair Sulemani a minute 
earlier. 

Knights coach Vlado 
Vanis was pleased with his 
team’s performance and Da 
Costa, who has signed a two- 
year contract. 

“Tt was an excellent first 
touch by him and a beautiful 
goal,” Vanis said. 

“We were the better side 
in the first half and should 
have scored one or two 
goals. We created chances on 
the counter attack, but we 
didn’t score. 

But the boys worked hard 
and eventually it will come 
to them,” he said. 

_ He believed the Knights 
were a good chance to win 


THIRD ROUND 
RESULTS | 
Sunday, September 24, at Knights Stadium 


Eastern Pride v Carlton 1-2 
Melbourne Knights - South Melbourne 1-1 


Tynan-Eyre Cup ladder after three rounds: 


South Melbourne 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 

Eastern Pride™ 


Viado Vanis: Confident for Friday’s final 
against South Melbourne. 


the Tynan-Eyre Cup on 
Friday. 

“We don’t have players 
with big names, but we have 
players who believe in them- 
selves and that they can do 
the job,” Vanis said, 

The former NSL champi- 
ons (the Knights and South 
Melbourne) are proving the 
in-form sides of Melbourne's 
pre-season, giving an even- 
matched performance last 
Sunday, in which the Knights 
had the better chances in the 
first half, 

Joel Porter dashed into the 
South box, taking the game 
up to Mehmet Durakovic in 
the 32nd minute, but 
Vukadin headed his deflected 
cross into’ the hands of 
Michael Petkovic. 

The Knights created 
another good chance in the 


41st minute and should have 
been a goal up before half 
time. Porter combined with 
Sulemani, who played the 
ball through the legs of Steve 
Isosifidis and released Ivan 
Razoy. But the former St 
Albans player hit the base of 
the left post with a low shot. 

Andy Vargas unleashed 
the first shot for the Knights 
after the break but aimed 
well over the crossbar and 
Sulemani hit the side-netting 
on the hour. 

Registering its first cup 
victory, Carlton looked better 
than it had in its previous two 
cup performances to beat 
Eastern Pride 2-1. The Pride 
still is without a win and will 
be struggling in the coming 
NSL season. 

Carlton played without 
Simon Colosimo, Lubo 


Lapsansky, John Markovski, 
Joe Tricarico and Dean 
Anastasiadis in goal, but still 
managed a workmanlike per- 
formance with Mike Conroy 
up front in the first half and 
Ange Motsiopoulos after the 
break. 

Captain Andrew Marth 
headed Carlton in the lead 
after 22 minutes. Lively 
Olyroo Archie Thompson 
started the move on the left 
and switched play to David 
McPherson on the right. The 
towering defender whipped 
in a Tong cross and Marth 
rose high at the far post. 

The Blues doubled the 
lead in the 37th minute from 
a poor Pride defensive clear- 
ance after a comer by David 
Terminello. Craig Deans 
poked the ball through in a 
scramble, although it took a 
deflection at the far post to 
wrong-foot Pride ‘keeper 
-Eugene Galekovic. 
~ Marth headed a 
Terminello cross on to the far 
post five minutes before half 
time, with Carlton already 
having a firm grip on the 
game. 

But Robbie Puca struck 
for the Pride with a penalty 
in the 80th minute, after Sean 
Douglas had brought him 
down in the box, to give 
Carlton a brie! es 

Tynan-Eyre Cup 2000 
grand final is on Friday, 
September 29, at Veneto 
Club, Bulleen, 

Gates open at 3.30pm, 
Matches are at 6pm: third 
placed Carlton y fourth 
placed Eastern Pride, and 
8.15pm: South Melbourne y 


Former President 


National Police Remem- 


Melbourne Knights. 


The Victoria Police Pipe 
Band will provide match 
entertainment, 

‘The matches are played on 


brance Day and Blue Ribbon 
Day in Victoria in honour of 
the memory of police offi- 
cers killed in the line of duty. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC SOCCER 


FOOTBALL CLUB 
Super Cadet & Super 


Youth League Trials 
Cooke Park, Belfield 


Trials to be held on: 
Sunday, 8th October 
Sunday, 15th October 
Sunday, 22nd October 


9.00am to 11.30am — U11s, U12s, Ui3s 
1.00pm to 3.30pm — U14s, U15s, U17s 


For further information, please 
contact the office on 


= (02) 9558 5355 


By Bert van Bedaf 


jormer Bullen soccer club presi- 

dent Peter Balassane is involved in 

the cup organising committee and 
urged soccer club members and sup- 
porters to attend the matches, which are 
being held for the eighth year. 

“The Blue Ribbon “Foundation raises 
financial support for -project. within 
Victoria,” Balassone said. 

“Funds raised are used to create spe- 
cialised medical facilities in Victorian pub- 
| lic. hospitals, “The: facitities-are named in 


urges attendance 


honour of police members killed in the line 
of duty thereby creating living memorials 
that provide significant benefits to all 
Victorians,” he said. 

‘The Foundation has established facili- 
fies at the Alfred, Bendigo, Royal 
Melbourne and Dandenong hospitals, giv- 
ing treatment to 50,000 pationts per year. 

Supporters can make a donation by pur- 
chasing the Blue Ribbon Day Teddy Bear, 
nicknamed Constable T. Bear for $25. 

The maiches will be broadcast live an 
community radio Souther FM 883 and 
North-West FM 98.9. 


iN 


Archie Thompson: Another great game for Carlton. 


BLACKTOWN & DISTRICTS SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 253 DOONSIDE NSW 2767 

Telephone: 9624 3344 > 


Fax: 9674 3057 
E-mail  bdsfa@bdsfa.com @ax 


COACHES WANTED 


The above club is seeking 
experienced coaches. 
Must have minimum 
Level 2 for our 
U/13s, 14s & 15s 
Youth League sides. 


THE NEW ELITE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Bint SOCCER 
eS TRIALS 


Sunday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 


OCTOBER 2000 


KINGSWOOD PARK 


First & Second Ave, Kingswood 


U/11s 9am 
U/12s 10.30am 
U/13s 12no0on 
U/14s 1.30pm 
U/15s 3,00pm 
U/7s 4.30pm 
Director of Coaching 
Stan Ackerley 0409 304 900 


Penrith Panthers is a mem 
Power Centre of Excellence Program. 


Grass. 


Super Cadet 


Super Youth 
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‘Atsushi Yanagloawa after eooring 


againet the US. 


‘Spats celebrates their histori 1-0 victory over Rely. 
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penalty shoot-out victory over Japan. 


ormer Australian 
international and 
Apia Leichhardt 


mnidfield great, Archie 
Blue, has just recently 


Chief Executive Officer, 
Vince Aiello, said that 
Blue will bring a wealth 
of experience and 
know- 


and has no illusions to the 
enor- 


game, 

Blue stated to ABSW: 
“| was very disillusioned 
with the direction the 
game was taking in 


Association to participate 
in its English Premier 
Youth League tourna- 
ments. 

“With the knowledge 


tight direction,” ended 
Blue. 

Aiello added that Blue 
would oversee the entire 
‘Youth structure and devel- 


said. 

“Archie will assist in 
developing and creating 
players so as to ensure 
that at least a number of 


been appointed as the how to Australia. 1 and insight gained from opment at the club. these players actually 
Leichhardt Tigers’ the posi- had no wish these experiences, [ feel “It’s pointless in trying break into either our 
Director of Coaching for tion. to be that now is the time to to win just trophies and senior ranks, or to greener 
the Club’s Elite Super H ¢ involved _ start putting it to use. competitions,” Aiello _ pastures overseas.” 
Youth League squads. added that ~ “I am keen to develop 

Blue, an ex Scottish Blue . the young talent at the 
Junior international and was very Leichhardt Tigers, firstly 
professional player in keen and look- to guide them into the 
both Scotland and ing forward to senior ranks, 
England before migrating the opportunity and then 
to Australia 37 years ago, of assisting to for those er 
is returning to the Club he restore the who re Super Youth League 


fortunes of his old Club, 
especially at the Youth 


helped establish as an 
institution in regards to 


mity of the task 


sporting clubs in __ level. ahead,” Aiello said. “He 
Australia. “Archie is no stranger 
Leichhardt Tigers’ to the vagaries of Soccer 


Applications are invited for the 2001 season 
for the following coaching positions 


SUPER LEAGU. 


U/18's, U/21’s & Ist Grade 


YOUTH LEAGUE DIVISION 1 


U/13's, U/14's, U/19's & U/16's 


CADET LEAGUE 


U/TT’s & U/12's 


is certainly relishing the 
challenge ahead after a 
playing career which 
spanned 23 years.” 

The former Australian 
international stalwart said 
this week that he was 
never really out of the 


Applications to be sent to: 


PENDLE HILL NSW 2145 


Enquiries Contact: Charles Abdilla 
9757 2906 or 0416 171 896 
Applications Close: 29th September, 2000 


Email: bdsfa@bdsfa.com 
Director of Coaching: Mr Barry DAVIS Mob: 0407 072735 
Invites Players for the 2001 Representative teams to Trial 
All Age men & U/I8 male will be posted here when announced 
Venue: BERT SAUNDERS Reserve 
KIATA Crescent, (Off KILDARE RD), Next to Featherdale DOONSIDE 


‘Tues 10th October 7.00pm * Tues 17th October 7.00pm * Tues 24th October 7.00pm 


YOUTH LEAGUE 


“Tues 3rd Oct 
‘Thurs 5th Oct 
Tues 10th Oct 
Thurs 12th Oct 


Fri 6th Oct 
Wed 11th Oct 
Fri 13th Oct 


Tues 3rd Oct 
‘Thurs 5th Oct 
Tues 10th Oct 


Wed 4th Oct 
Fri 6th Oct 
Wed 11th Oct 


again. 
“However, an ex- 


Aussie international team 
mate, Geoff Sleight, was 
Chief Scout at Leeds 
United and from time to 
time he would ask me to 
evaluate Australian play- 
ers for him. Through this 1 


was gradually drawn back 
into the game,” Blue 
explained. 


He went on to elabo- 
rate: “Also, as many of 
my contemporaries such 
as Sir Alex Ferguson, 
Billy McNeill and others, 
were in managerial and 
coaching positions over- 
seas. I found myself in a 
position of being able to 
help promising young 
Australian players and 
basically it has evolved 
from this. 

“Over the past few 
years, I have extensively 
travelled in Europe and 
have had the opportunity 
to follow the development 
of Youth Football in a 
number of countries. 

“Through a company 
that I am involved with, 
‘Sydney Sports & 
Cultural Exchange’, I 
have had the privilege of 
being invited by the 
English Football 


show  excep- 
tional ability and talent, 
we will steer them in the 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 9.00am 
Wednesday, 11/10/00 at 6.00pm 
Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am_ 
sete 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 
Wednesday, 14/10/00 at 6.00pm 
Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am 
ke 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 9.00am 
Monday, 9/10/00 at 6.00pm 
Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
xa 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 
Monday, 9/10/00 at 6.00pm 
Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
ee 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 12.00pm 
Monday, 9/10/00 at 7.30pm 
Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm 
seit 
Saturday, 7/10/00 at 1.30pm 
Monday. 9/10/00 at 7.30pm 
Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm 
ALL TRIALS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT: 
ALLAMBIE RESERVE 
ALLAMBIE ROAD, EDENSOR PARK 


further information plow: 


0418 673 502 


Under 17 


chha 


Trials for Cadets, Super Youth League, 
(Under 19s & Ist Grade by Invitation Only) 


Director of Youth Coaching, former Australian 
International, Archie Blue 


Under 11 
Saturday 30th September 


1. q 

Saturday 7th October 1.00pm Sunday 8th October 3.00pm | 
Saturday 14th October 1.00pm Sunday 15th October 3.00pm | | 
Saturday 21st October 100pm Sunday 22nd October 3.00pm | f 
| 


Under 13 | 
Saturday 30th September 9.00am. q 
Monday 2nd October 6.00pm Satumday 7th October 2.00am | | 
Monday 9th October 6.00pm Saturday 14th October 9.00am | | 
Monday 16th October 6.00pm Saturday 21st October 9.00am | | 
Tuesday 26th September 6.00pm Saturday 30th September 11.00am 
Tuesday 3rd October 6.00pm Saturday 7th October 11.00am 
Tuesday 10th October 6.00pm Saturday 14th October 11.00am 
Tuesday 17th October 6.00pm _ Saturday 21st October 11.00am 
‘Thursday 28th September 6.00pm ‘Sunday Ist October 9.00am 
‘Thursday 5th October 6.00pm Sunday 8th October 9.00am 
Thursday 12th October 6.00pm Sunday 15th October 9.00am 
‘Thursday 19th October 6.00pm Sunday 22nd October 9.00am 
Friday 29th September 6.00pm Sunday 1st October 11.00am 
Friday 6th October 6.00pm Sunday 8th October 11.00am 
Friday 13th October 6.00pm Sunday 15th October 11.00am 
Fray 20th October 6.00pm Sunday 22nd October 11.00am 
FOR ALE ENQUIRTES PLEASE PHONE LEFCHHARDY. 
E2560 5324 (Moots {diay 9,00ami to 5pm) or Mt 
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QLD The Games-Men QLEY 


CHAMPS CRASH OUT TO CHILE 


confidence wasn't there. We but we don't regard ourselves 
weren't in the game. Our as favourites.” 


[Nigeria sd defence was totally wrong,” He did agree the MCG had 


the Dutch-born coach said, been a bonus for the team, 
bout in a stunning minute of “The (first) two goals were considering the massive sup- 
precision football that netted a disaster for us and the third port. 


By Bert van Bedaf 
ICG 
two goals and the sealer min- goal finished us. We tried to “The Melbourne support is 


at the Mi 


utes from half-time. attack in the second half, but fundamental for us. It's like 
elbourne crowd Cameroon fought out a Chile scored again. the feeling at home. The 
favourite Chile thriller against Brazil, losing “We had no answer to the —Melboume publicis very good 
thumped its Way finalists against Nigeria four Chilean play,” Bonfrere said, to us and I'm sure they will 


past an under-manned years ago, beating the South Chilean coach Nelson continue to support us as long 
Nigeria, 4-1, sending the title Americans 2-1 with a golden Acosta played down his side's as we keep winning,” Acosta 
Se 1G gs emphatic victory. said with a smile, 

packed — quarter-finaland Nigerian coach Jo Bonfrere With Brazil and Italy out of Apart from keeping its 
booking itself a semi-final was brutally honest in his the toumament, surely Chile defence tight, Chile also pos- 
berth against another assessment of histeam's per- must be regarded the new  sesses a devastating attack, 
African nation, Cameroon, formance, favourites to win gold, with Navia and Zamorano 
at the same venue tonight. “Nothing went right for us. “No,” Acosta said dead- having scored eight goals so 

The Chileans settled the  Qurieam didn't play well. The pan, “We have good players, far between them, - 
Coach Nelson Acosta dis- 


missed suggestions Chile's 
Spanish Super Subfe= 

thing special to the team, 
which lacked that special edge 


sinks slick Italians at i 


Chile's Christain Alvarez gets past Nigeria’s Yakubo Ayegbeni. 


contention the solitary strike i Sd tas ei filled with 44,425 spectators “But we are determined to. liant —through-pass by 
by Gabri left Spain continuously Ld aS ecto for the quarter-final. do our best to defend the gold -Zamorano freed Naviain front 
Europe's only representative : “He is ae the only reason There's no denying —_medal,” he said. of goal and the forward lobbed 
in the last four, M1 why we made the quarter- Melbourne is in love with the Zamorano put three headers Etafia for Chile's third goal 
Unbeaten in 23 matches, ith Jose Mati} nal, But he does give sup- SoU American beat and . wide in the frst 15 minutes three minutes from halftime. 
European champions Italy and’ sing pl mt the younger players clejustloves winninginthe before the South Americans Outstanding over-age 
racteristicall 6 up front. rad ives the team conf, cit’ historic stadium, home smashed two goals behind ‘keeper Tapia, who plays in 

cone eA of the 1956 Olympics. Nigerian ‘keeper Gregg Etafia Chile for Universidad 

Tho South Americans have L#StSalurday, they brought within 60 seconds. Catolica, palmed a fourth 


dancers in national costumes Lively wingback Rodrigo Nigerian attempt, shot by 

and the customary camival Tello whipped in an angled Yakubu Ayegbeni, for a corner 
girls in bikini tops, dancing to free-kick from the left and on the stroke of half-time. 

for Manaco and Fedo REYES the beat of Chilean drums in upcoming defender Pablo Nigeria again put up a ga- 

Clautio Maldonado: eal mid. anticipation of.a good perfor- Contreras struck the net witha lant fight in the second half 


winners in several other top 
players. Pablo Contreras plays 


sient mance from their heroes. diving header, ahead of with its attacking flair, but 
ete for Brazilian giant Sao "Not 10 be outdone, the Blessing Kaku, Tapia easily saved headers by 
for lalian cub Udinese,» > Nigerians also contributed ‘The Nigerians had barely Victor Agali to deny the 


5 i] in their folkloric talents in the recovered from the first goal Africans the slightest chance 
Als ati setd medalwin fommofadrumandtatjved when a minute later Tello of clawing back into the 
after only 11 appearances its way around the vast MCG. crossed from the left and match. 

since. 1952, in’ contrast’ Chile On the field, the Olympic  Zamorano side-footed the ball The door was firmly shut 

Rite Vera an Olympic title-holder Nigeria was with- home through —_ Nigerian after 65 minutes when Tello 

medil in 18 appearances since out suspended pair Celestine defenders, Isaac Okoronkwo drilled Chile's fourth goal past 

1986, In fact, Chile has never  Babayaro, of English Premier and Godwin Okpara. the hapless Btafia, this time 
won Olympic gold in any League club Chelsea, and Nigeria tried to get back from a Pizarro through-ball. 

sport, but this might be their Azubuike Oliseh, who plays into the match with a power- But persistence paid off for 

for FC Utrecht in the Dutch ful, four-minute burst towards Nigeria, who eamed a conso- 

first division. the half hour stage. Julius lation goal in the 75th minute 

. Assistant coach Laurence  Aghahowa, Pius Ikedia and with a well-struck shot by the 

(ata gee ‘Akpokona conceded the pre- Garba Lawal had shots on hard-working Agali. Lawal 

Sho} have added colour and SM! team appeared not as goal, but Tapia saved at every —_was red-carded on 90 minutes 


year, 
‘The Chileans again enjoyed 


atmosphere to the football at POWerful as the gold medal turn. for a second bookable offence. 
‘ ‘i winning team of four years The contest. was settled + a -~~ 
aeons Pence ga before half time, when a bril- Oy wey wy 


Italy's Nicola Ventola tussles for the ball with 
Spain’s Marchena. 


Cameroon Stun Brazil 


which led to Brazil's chance. 
equaliser from The teenager, pre-_ | (USA won 5-4 on penalties) 


Ronaldinho. ferred to normal first 
Cameroon had choice Daniel apan were only a minute away 
(Golden goal) cracked a scorching taken the lead though Bekono, had an out- from the Olympic semifinals 
right-foot drive from Patrick Mboma after standing game for the when they led the United States 
ime-man_ the edge of the box 17 minutes and were African side, -1 at Adelaide’s Hindmarsh 
Cameroon past Brazilian keeper only 12 seconds from Brazil never looked } Stadium before they gave away a 
scored one of Helton. the end of the match comfortable against a | penalty which Pete Vagenas convert 


the biggest upsets in Cameroon had when Brazil, chasing tam inspired by | ¢¢ to force the match into extra time. 
Olympic soccer his- looked dead and a first ever Olympic  Kameni'’s heroies in There were no more goals in the 
tory when they beat buried going ino the soccer gold, goal, a tenacious dis- | ove. half-hour and the game was 
gold medal extra period after equalised. Hay fom jEsuten in) aed by penalties 

favourites Brazil 2-1 skipper Geremi Njtap Ronaldinho, who Tidfield and diving URE YPN OE 
in an astonishing had been sent off after had another’ quiet fetformance from Jt aaaiees a Hidetoshi Nakata, 


ater ag initia rand Mboma up front. : 
quarter-final last ues: an’ match after a run of "Brazilian coach | the most experienced player on the 


Saturday to clinch a defender Aaron poor games in the st experienced 5 
place in the semifi- Nguimbat followed group stages, finally ae a ce a e PY elimi bil is ie score bat 
nals. him in the last minute made his mark on the -3. That allowed Josh Wolff to put the 


uncertain future, 


U.S. 4-3 ahead on penalties and 


jt ii He was under huge | though Japan made it 4-4 with thei I 
en goal came from tripping Brazilian with a right-foot free pee although Japan le it 4-4 with their ae : : j 
substitute Modeste captain Alex. Kick which gave 16- tard His fail, | l@stpenalty, Sasha Victorine scored the Japan led twice in normal time Americans fought back with goals 


Mbami in the 113th That foul gave year-old Keeper ure will most probably fifth to put the United States though. through Atsushi Yanagisawa (30) and from Wolff (68) and Vagenas’s last 


The winning gold- of regular time for tournament, scoring 


Naohiro Takahara (72), but the — minute penalty. 


minute when he away the free kick Carlos Kameni no cost him his job. 
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UNITED STA 
BRAZIL 


lympic champions 
United States beat 
Brazil 1-0 with a 


hotly-disputed Mia Hamm 
goal in a hard-fought 
semifinal over the week- 
end to secure a place 
against Norway in the 
final of the women’s soccer 
tournament. 

Norway clinched their 
spot in the final with a 1-0 
win over Germany in 
Sydney thanks to an 80th 


minute own goal by Tina 
Wunderlich. 

Brazil will meet Germany 
for the bronze medal in the 
third-place play-off match 
in 4 curtain-raiser to the 
final. 

After a slow start at 
Canberra, the pace of the 
match picked up with both 
teams going on the attack 
and Swiss referee Nicole 
Petignat booking three play- 
ers from each side. 


Mia Hamm: Winner. 

Although the 11,000 fans 
at Canberra’s Bruce 
Stadium — who included 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
— were clearly backing the 
Brazilians, the United States 
were the better team. 

Brazil counter-attacked 
with pace and invention but 
the Americans were better 
organised and more efficient 
passers and movers of the 
ball. 

Brazil suffered a blow 
when Katia, their most dan- 
gerous forward was carried 
off injured after 57 minutes 
— and three minutes later 
they were in even worse 


By Vince Battiato 
at the SFS 


‘in a game that never 
[i like producing a 

goal, Matildas con- 
querors Germanay surren- 
dered at crack at the gold 
medal with a horrendous 
own goal By Tina 
Wunderlich 10 minutes from 
time. 

The match failed to produce 
many clearcut chances with 
both teams forced to shoot 
from distance much of the 
time. 

Littered with mistakes, the 
game badly needed a goal 
which wouldn’t come. 

Destined to be a mistake 
that would settle the issue, it 
was the Germans who cracked 
at le: their chance at glory slip 
away. 

‘The Germans had the better 
of the first half while Norway 
came into the game in the sec- 
ond stanza buoyed by the pre- 
dominantly Norwegian crowd 
in the 16710 strong at the SFS. 

Norway meet World 
Champions the United States 
for the gold medal on 
Thursday. 


pd 
y> 


Germany’s Brigit Prinz in action against Norway. 


US ADVANCE 10! GROUP MEDAL MATCH 


trouble when they went 
behind, 

Brandi Chastain sent a 
free-kick into the box which 
goalkeeper Andreia missed 
and it fell to Hamm who 
turned the ball in at the near’ 
post. 

But Brazilian coach Jose 
Duarte later complained the 
referee should have called a 
foul with Andreia apparent- 
ly pushed over by Tiffeny 
Milbrett as the pair chal- 
lenged for the ball. 

Brazil rallied and went 
close to scoring ater 63 min- 
utes but Pretinha’s effort 


The Games-Women QED 


THE. RESUS 


was disallowed for offside. 

US. coach April 
Heinrichs predicted a tough 
match against Norway, who 
have challenged the 
Americans for superiority in 
the women's game for the 
best part of a decade. 

The United States beat 
Norway 2-0 during a pre- 
liminary match in 
Melbourne. 

“Their defence will be 
tough to break down, It is 
going require a great perfor- 
mance on our part,” 
Heinrichs said. 


2,0 (2:0) 
3:1 (1:0) 
1:1.0:0) 
3:1 (10) 
3:1 (20) 
Canberra Norway vs. China PR 
SEMLFINALS 
24-09-2000 
Germany v Norway Sydney 


2:1 (0:9) 


Germany's Maren Meinert: Disappointed. 


24-09-2000 
United States ¥ Brazil ‘Canberra 10 


BRONZE MEDAL 
WATCH 


28-09-2000 
Germany v Brazil 17:00 Sydney FS 
GOLD MEDAL MATCH 
=a _ 28-09-2000 
z ted States 20:00 Sydney FS 


SCORERS 


4- Sun Wen (China) 

2+ Mercy Akide (Nigeria), Raquel (Brazil), Mia Hamm 
(U.S), Katia (Brazil), Marianne Pettersen (Norway), 
Birgit Prinz (Germany) 

1 = Margunn Haugenes (Norway), Malin Andersson 
(Sweden), Sunni Hughes (Australia), Renate: Lingor 
(Germany), Perpetua Nkwocha (Nigeria), Chery! 
Salisbury. (Australia), Zhao. I bong (China), Brandi 
Chastain (U.S,), Julie Foudy (U:S.), Inke Grings 
(Germany), Ariane Hingst (Germany), Kristine Lilly 
(US.), Shannon Mscmillan (U.S), Dagny: Mellgren 
(Norway), Tiffeny Millett (U.S.), Pretinha (Brazil), 
Hege Riise (Norway), Bettina Wiegmann (Germany) 


E 
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QLD 


GroupsAGB 


Champions 
Nigeria and 
Italy Share 
the points 


igeria dominated most of the first half however 
their dominance was not turned into goals on 


fence. 
Five minutes from the break, the Super Eagles took the 
fead on a penalty kick by Garba Lawal, 

‘break they continued putting their fine attack- 

show but were unfortunate when Gbenga 

WO sent the ball into their own net in the 65th 

minute. Even with one man down, Azubike Oliseh in the 

9th, Nigeria pushed hard and made great efforts to get 
the better of # rather lacklustre Italian team. 


Aussies complete campaign with three ene-7oal losses 


Austral 


Honduras 


he Olyroos have 

ended their Olympic 

campaign in disap- 
pointing fashion after losing 
their final game against 
Honduras 2-1 in front of a 
packed house at the Sydney 
Football Stadium _ last 
Tuesday night. 

Yet again it was a case of 
missed opportunities and 
defendive lapses that thwarted 
Australia, while Honduran 
striker David Suazo had a 
memorable game, scoring both 
their goals. 

Australian Coach, Raul 
Blanco, praised the efforts of 
his chargers despite the disap- 
Pointing result. 

“It’s almost unbelievable 
we came away empty handed. 
We played three good games,” 
he said, 

“They gave everything they 
had and you can never ask 


anything more than that as a 
coach. They were a fine exam- 
ple of representing their coun- 


Honuduran Coach, Ramon 
Maradiaga, was happy with his 
team’s performance even 
though they failed to qualify 
for the next round. 

“This is the first time a 
Honduras team lias qualified 
to play in the Olympic Games 
and the players have shown 
‘they have character and they 
have pride. This is still a 
sweetner,” he said. 

Going into the game 
Honduras had a slight chance 
of qualifying for the next 
rougd They had to win and 
hope that Nigeria lost to Italy. 
‘The Olyroos were without sus- 
pended captain Brett Emerton, 
Lucas Neill replacing him on 
the right flank. 

The game started off at a 


Mark Viduka: In action against Honduras. 


frenetic pace when David 
Suazo scored his first goal in 
only the third minute. 

Carlos Paes de Oliveira 
caught the Australian defence 
napping with a perfectly 
angled through ball. The 
Cagliari striker pounced on the 
opportunity, taking it around 
keeper Danny Milosevic 
before slotting it home. 


The Olyroos then enjoyed ” 


the majority of attacking poss- 
esion with very little success. 
Stan Lazaridis delivered a 


cross to Mark Viduka who 
should have levelled the game. 
Viduka’s free header failing to 
test the Honduran keeper. 

Stephen Laybutt and 
Hayden Foxe also missed free 
headers, highlighting 
Australia’s lack. of finishing 
power. 

The second half saw the 
Oyroos hit back early when a 
Kasey Wehrman cross was 
tumed in by defender Jamie 
Rosales, under pressure from 
Michael Curcija. 


Australia were now back on 
level terms but only for 10 
minutes thanks to some Suazo 
magic. 

The Honduran striker sliced 
past three defenders before 
slotting home under the des- 
perate Milosevic to relinquish 
the lead. Suazo scored four 
goals throughout the Olympic 
tournament and with his elec- 
tric pace and clinical finishing 
is one to watch for the future. 

Australia yet again contin- 
ued to dominate possesion 
with Honduras happy to 
defend in numbers. 

Jason Culina came closest 
to an equaliser when his blis- 
tering strike wastipped over by 
Noel Valladares. Clayton 
Zane’s late introduction also 
tested the Honduran keeper 
with a couple of fine headers, 

The final score saw 
Honduras with a historic 2-1 
victory, the Olyroos failing to 
take a point from a disappoint- 
ing Olympic campaign. 


Spain 
Morocco 


By Bert van Bedaf 
at the MCG 


n the tightest of all 
groups, Spain secured a 
quarter-final berth with 
a hard-fought 2-0 victory 
over Morocco in Melbourne 
last Wednesday night, 
Chile, Spain and South 
Korea finished on six points 
in Group B. Goal difference 
separated them for quarter- 
final places, Leader Chile 
came back to Melbourne for 
its clash with Nigeria last 
Saturday, while Spain booked 
a spot against Australia’s 
nemesis Italy in Sydney. 
South Korea and Morocco 


were eliminated, 
The Moroccans were the 
rough-house boys of 


Melbourne. They had a play- 
er sent of against Chile and 


Chile 0 
Korea 1 


here was strong 
attacking from 
Korea in the first 


half right from -the start; 
even with only 10 men 
after the 11th minute 
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lost Fouzi Elbrazi in injury 
time also red-carded for a 
brazen tackle, 

It rained fouls with the 
Moroccans, who either tack- 
led from behind or came in 
far too late. They were lucky 
not to have had a player sent 
off earlier in the torrid match, 
which proved a handful for 
Chinese referee Jun Lu. 

Spain did most of the 
attacking in the first half and 
scored in the 33rd minute. 
But the side retreated in the 
second half, preferring to 
defend its slender lead and 
rely on the counter attack, It 
gave the Moroccans opportu- 
nities to go forward, yet the 
Spanish managed a second 
goal almost on full time. 

Tamudo again proved a 
handful and the Moroccan 
defence had difficulty con- 
taining him, resorting to 


Chile lose to Korea, 
but still qualify top 


expulsion Chun Soo Lee. 

Korea continued pushing 
into Chile’s territory and 
were rewarded with a goal 
in the 29th minute through 
Dong Gook Lee. 

In the second half, Korea 
continued to attack and 
even with ten men didn’t 
show a noticeable disparity 


numerous fouls. 

‘The Maroccan goal ‘keep- 
er was the nation’s best play- 
er, together with forward 
Bouchaib Elmoubarki, who 
battled hard upfront. Tarik 
Eljarmouni made five great 
sayes to prevent his side from 
being trounced. 

He denied Tamudo three 
times as well as Unai and 
Jose Mari, but he could not 
stop Jose Mari's opening 
strike after Capdevila had 
headed the ball into range. 

The best spell for the 
Moroccan came between the 
75th and 85th minutes, but in 
a classic counter move Gabri 
headed home Spain's second 
goal in a scrappy game, 
watched by 24,623 specta- 
tors. 

Spanish coach Inaki Saez 
Ruiz conceded the 
Moroccans had been a tough 
team to beat. 

“They tackle hard and they 
fought out the game until the 
end. They used all sorts of 


with Chile. There were sev- 
eral missed opportunities 
on both sides. Chile was 
somewhat sluggish and 
never really built up 
momentum, Despite the 
loss, Chile, without Ivan 
Zamorano, qualified top of 
the group and will play 
Nigeria in the next round. 


Spain's Xavi in action 
with Morocco’s 
Youssef Safri, 


Spain beat rough Morocco 


tactics and we had to fight for 
‘our win. We should have put 
away three or four goals in 
the first half and that should 
have been the end of it,” Saez 
Ruiz said, 

Being up against the 
Italians did not worry him; 
but he recognised the talent in 
the side. 

“Ttaly are full of young and 
strong players. They all play 
for Serie A clubs. We'll try to 
take the initiative. The solu- 
tion (for winning) is to stay 
ahead all the time,” the 
Spanish coach said with a 
smile, 

The Melbourne group 
matches have proved popular 
with local soccer fans. 

A total of 218,274 specta- 
tors turned up over five days 
of double-header action. 

Australia’s match against 
Italy attracted a record crowd 
of 93,252 fans, while the 
Chile match against Spain 
proved a Latin party with a 
58,061 strong crowd. 


USA 
Kuwait 


By Bert van Bedaf 
at the MCG 


he ~=USA = men 
clinched -a place in 
the quarter-finals 


last Tuesday night after 
beating Kuwait 3-1 in a 
cold and wet Melbourne. 

It was the first time the 
Americans progressed that 
far and finished leading their 
Group C on goal difference, 
Runner-up was Cameroon, 
who beat the Czech Republic 
and ended up playing Group 
D leader Brazil in its quarter- 
final, The Czechs and 
Kuwaitis exited from the 
tournament. 

Group C proved a wide- 
open contest up until the last 
group matches, with 
Cameroon leading on four 
points before the final group 
round. Kuwait followed on 
three, the USA third on two 
points and the Czech 
Republic dangled at the bot- 
tom with a point from a 1-1 
with the USA and a 3-2 loss 
to Kuwait, but still hanging 
in there with a show. Kuwait 
had a 3-2 loss to Cameroon, 
while the USA drew with 
Cameroon. 


Melbourne had seen a pre- 
view of the Kuwaiti team, 
which lost 3-0 to the Olyroos 
a fortnight before the start of 
the tournament. Bui how 
things can turn around in a 
few weeks. The host nation 
had already made its depar- 
ture, while Kuwait was still 
fighting for a quarter-final 
berth. 

The USA was also in the 
hunt, despite being winless. 
But it had to beat Kuwait to 
progress, while the Middle 
Eastern nation needed only a 
draw to get through. 

“Tt is a concer, because 
of the chances we've missed. 
The hardest thing is scoring 
goals. But as long as we keep 
creating chances, the goals 
will come. If we makea fuss, 
it can become a head prob- 
Tem. But, I believe, we can 
win a gold medal,” USA 
coach Clive Charles said. 

Kuwait coach Radojko 
Ayramovic, a former 
Yugoslav international goal 
keeper, having kept for 
Coventry City in the 1980s, 
played down. his team’s 
chances. “We are having a 
go. We have to look at the 
quarter final stage,” he said. 
~ The USA did most of the 


South Africa’s ee Matombo leaps o1 over 
a tackle from Slovakia’s Peter Hinka. 


USA's Jeff Agoos gets ahead of Kiva 's 
Faraz] Saeld. 


Slovaks send South 
Africa home early 


South Africa] 1 


great team effort 
by Slovakia 
brought them 


the first points in their 
tournament and also 
denied South Africa a 
quarter final berth, 

After a goal-less first 
half, Slovakia took a sur- 
prising lead two minutes 
into the second half when 
captain Juraj Czinege 
scored, 

The second half was 
an absolute thriller. Both 
teams had a lot of good 
scoring opportunities, but 
both goalkeepers were 
very good. 

When Jan Slahor made 
it 2-1 in the 72nd, South 
Africa looked out of it 
but they were given a life 
line when Benny 
McCarthy scored with 15 
minutes remaining, how- 
ever it was too little too 


late, 
* 


attacking in the first half, 
peppering the Kuwaiti 
defence. Pete Vagenes drove 
the ball over the bar after 10 
minutes and captain Chad 
McCarthy appeared to. 
attempt a diving header in 
the box but missed the ball 
close to 30 minutes. 

Jeff Agoos tried to set up 
Chris Albright after 35 min- 
utes, but the Kuwaiti ‘keeper 


Shehab Kankone intercept 

ed. Albright got his head to 

the ball two minutes later, 
but Kankone saved. Ben 

Olsen also had his shot 

blocked by Kankone and put 

his follow-through wide. 
The USA finally broke 
through with a deserved 
opening goal in the 40th 
minute. Agoos took the cor- 
ner and Danny Califf headed 

it home, giving the USA a 

handy lead at half time. 

Ben Olsen could have put 
the result beyond doubt in 
the 56th minute, when 
McCarthy put him through 
with a long pass from 
defence. Olsen struck the 
ball straight into an onrush- 
ing Kankone and the Kuwaiti 
defence cleared. 

But the USA sealed victo- 
ty and its quarter-final berth 
in the 63rd minute with 
another fast-moving attack 
on the right. Agoos provided 
the long through ball and 
Chris Albright latched on to 
it. 

He got the shot in, but it 
might have struck the side- 
netting had Konkone not 
deflected it into the net, 

_ Kuwait took the fight up 

-to the USA with a goal in the 
83rd minute, Adel Al-Anezi 
outpaced the USA defence 
‘on the right and substitute 
Bader Najem was on the spot 
to slot home the cross. 

But the USA made sure of 
its finals berth five minutes 
later when substitute Landon 
Donovan scored his side’s 
third goal. Josh Wolff 
released the vital cross and 
Donovan drove it in the net 
off the inside left post, con- 
linuing his nation’s Olympic 
medal campaign, 


wx 


Cameroon send 


Czechs 


Cameroon 
Czech Rep 


packing 


ameroon made heavy weather of qualifying for 
the quarter-finals despite traking the lead 
through Arsenal’s Laurent Etame Mayer in 


the 24th minute. 

The Czechs fought 
back after the interval 
and equalised through 
Lukas Dosek after the 
Cameroon goalkeeper 
failed to hold onto the 
ball. 

The Czechs missed 
two great chances after 
that, which would have 
seen them through at 
Cameroon's expense. 


= 
Ne: 
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The Games-Men QLD 


Brazil edge 
past Japan 


Brazil 


home in only the fifth minute — climbing above 
the defence at the back post. 

Both sides then had a series of chances but never any 
real clear-cut opportunities. It was a tough physical 
encounter where Japan more than matched their illustrious 
opponents. 

Both sides were also conscious of the score from the 
other group in Canberra. Brazil qualified as group leader 
and go on to face Cameroon in Brisbane. 


B razil got off to an early start with Alex heading 


Brazil's Fabiano celebrates their 1-0 win 


over Japan. 
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Brazil vs. Japan 1:0 
Siovakia vs. Sth Africa 2:1 
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Germany 
top group 


= GERMANY 
) SWEDEN 


was patchy in the first half due to steady rain 
and slippery conditions at the MCG, Both teams 
created chances, the best of them falling to 

German striker Inka Grings, who was foiled by 

onrushing Sweden keeper Caroline Joensson. 

In the second half both teams struggled to find any 
thythm, Sweden entered the match without any hope of 
making il into the next round but the Swede's-could not 
salvage a win and in fact were defeated late-on when 
Ariane Hingst found herself in the clear and calmly lobbed 
the keeper with just two minutes remaining. 


Jane Tosti (Sweden) and Bettina 
Wiegmann (Germany) in action. 


Chinese crushed 
by Norwegians 


hina were knocked out of the Olympic soccer 
tournament after suffering a surprise 2-1 loss. 
to Norway in Canberra. 

The gold medal fayourites were beaten by a hungrier 
team ina thrilling match, Notway’s win was the first time 
they have defeated China ina championship- 

Both tcams showed qualities during the first half but 
both tried to avoid taking risks in this do-or-die match. 
in the 55th minute, on a header 
A few minutes later, China had 
a golden opportunity to equalise when they got an indirect 
free kick in the penalty box, but the shot from Sun Wen 
was saved on the goal line, 

However, in the 75th minute, Sun Wen equalised from 
the penalty spot. China were set to move through to the 
next round however Norwegian Substitute Marzunn 
Haugones chimed in with a beautiful shot in the top car- 
ner to sink the Chinese and send the Norwegians through 
(oa semi-final clash with Ger 


Lapse in concentration 


Sends Matildas reeling 


AUSTRA' 
BRAZIL 


By Vince Battiato 
at the SFS 


n eight-minute 
lapse in concentra- 
tion and two 


defensive errors cost 
Australia a place in the 
semi-finals and a shot at a 
medal after Sunni Hughes 
had scored the goal of the 
tournament to put the 
Aussies in front. 

In a totally dominant 
first-half display by the 
Australians, Hughes gave 
Australia the lead in the 
34th minute courtesy of a 
goal her Brazilian counter- 
parts would have been 
proud of. 

In a touch of magic 
Hughes was played the ball 
from the left by Alicia 


Ferguson. 

With it all to do and two 
Brazilian defenders sur- 
rounding her she clipped 
the ball over the head of her 
opponent ala Pele style. 
One more defender to beat 
and two on her tail. She 
took one more touch to her 
right and blasted it past the 
Brazilian keeper to send the 
30 000 strong crowd at the 
tinte into raptures. 

Looking good at the 
break the Aussies self- 
destructed in the second 
half allowing Brazil in for 
two unworthy strikes. 

In the 56th minute with 
confusion in the Australian 
defence, Australian keeper 
Tracey Wheeler came out 
of her box to cleara ball but 
instead elected to pass to a 
team-mate, It was inter- 


cepted by Brazil’s Raquel 
who audaciously chipped 
from 40 metres into an 
unguarded net 1-1. 

And just eight minutes 
later a defensive error by 
left back Brigette Starr 
enabled Brazil's Pretihna to 
feed striker Katia in the 
box. She made no mistake 
sliding the ball past 
Wheeler. 

Despite having a seem- 
ingly legitimate goal by 
Ferguson disallowed in the 
dying stages the damage 
had been done and not even 
a draw would have been 
enough to progress. 


“We played them all over: 


the park,” said Australian 
captain Alison Forman, “I 
thought we had them at 
half-time so I'm a bit disap- 
pointed.” 

While defender Starr 
told it like it was: “It was a 
silly mistake and that was 
it” 


Sunni Hughes: Stunning goal. 


YS Women GLOSE 
IN OW SEGOND THLE 


SA 
NIGERIA 


By Bert van Bedaf 
at MCG 


he USA women 
stayed on track to 
defend their 


Olympic title they won in 
Atlanta in 1996 with a 3-1 
win over Nigeria in 
Melbourne last 
Wednesday night. 

The Americans took the 
lead after 26 minutes. 
Brandi Chastain struck the 
net from outside the area and 
Kristine Lilly doubled the 
ead in the 35th minute with 
a shot from the edge of the 
box. 

But the physically strong 
Nigerians hit back three 
minutes into the second half. 
Mercy Akide burst through 
the US defence with a pow- 
erful drive. 

When Tiffeny Milbrett 
was flattened by the 
Nigerian ‘keeper Anne 
Chiejine just outside the 
area, Shannon MacMillan 
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blasted the ball just over the 
Nigerian wall and past 
Chiejine for the USA's third 
goal. 

The US women were on a 
high at the post press confer- 
ence, 

“We were just waiting for 
the final whistle to blow, so 
that we could celebrate the 
win,” an excited Chastain 
said. 

USA’s second scorer Lilly 
thought her team had played 
well. “We weren’t cautious 
at all. We just played quick- 
er than the Nigerians. They 
came in hard, but we also 
came in strong,” she said. 

Coach April Heinrichs 
was simply relieved the 
team got through the group 
Stage and a place in the 
semi-final. She also didn’t 
mind facing Southern 
Americans neighbours 
Brazil. 

“We don’t care who we're 
facing. We're just glad we're 
not going home (after the 
group stage),” she said. 


Tiffeney Milbrett & Eberechi Opara challenge for possession. 


Dear Sir, 


continued and we blew it once again. 


vided once they hit the lead. 


Dear Sir, 

Most seasoned observers should not 
have been surprised at the demise of 
the Olyroos. Those perennial soulmates 
of Oz soccer misfortune and incompe- 
tence played a major part. 

T'ma firm believer in the theory that 
bad luck and misfortune (just like good 
luck) are not forever. Events now 
unfolding are likely to greatly enhance. 
the prospects of the Socceroas qualify- 
ing for Korea/Japan 2002. 

‘On the law of averages Oz soccer is 
overdue for a change of fortune regard- 
less of the legendary incompetence of 
the people who perporte to run it. 


Dear Sir, 

In these times of the so 
called experts of Soccer, wha 
will be kind enough, and 
explain to me and all Soccer 
fans how much, we haye to 
suffer, before we get some 
satisfaction out of the 
Socceroos. 

World Cup, knocked out 
by Israel, Iran, Argentina, 
Scotland now this, we didn't 
win a game, scored 3 and 6, 


Notwithstanding the tough group Australia drew, I'm sure 
we could and indeed should have done better than we did. 

Eyen in the absence of Harry Kewell, Paul Okon and Ned 
Zelic, the Olyroos had their chances first against an Italian 
team still suffering from jet leg, flu and lack of match prac- 
tice, but a Hayden Foxe mistake put paid to that. 

‘The Nigerians were there for the taking but sadly this time 
we never recovered from the Colosimo blunder. 

Against the weakest of the three opponents our death wish 


The lesson to be leamt from all this is first not to give 
away silly goals and secondly we must be able to score 
against rock solid defences such as the one Honduras pro- 


Too Long to Wait 


OF course we played well 
against Italy, but we played 
-well against Scotland, Iran, 
Argentina Israel, .we've put 
Viduka on a pedestal because 
he scored 21 
Scotland, but anyone scores 
goals in Scotland.» Taking 
nothing away from Viduka, 
he's got skills by the ton, but 
now he's in the big time, can 
he score 21 goals in England? 
We keep getting consolation 


Should’ve done better 


Neill & Co. Pity Blanco did not see fit to try Archie 
Thompson up front at some stage. 

Most of us will agree that the cynical performance by 
some Honduras players deserve an ‘Oscar’ for acting injured 
only to sprint back onto the field after being carried off on a 


stretcher. 


While the three overage, players tried their best with 
Viduka and Lazaridis outstanding and Skoko not for behind, 
there obviously was "no" suitable substitute for Kewell and 
this is with all respect to Curcija, Rizzo, Zane, Bresciano, 


Possibly for the first time even the 
incompetents and self seeking oppor- 
tunists who run the game will be under 
the scripting of some very demanding 
and powerful people who will not tol- 
erate the current situation. 

As for the players their desire to par- 
ticipate in the World Cup finals is with- 
out question. In fact the nightmare of 
the David Hill inspired disaster of '98 
will spur them on even more, 

As well because we now have a large 
pool of players based at overseas clubs 
(some of real quality) there is a real 
possibility that the Socceroos could 
actually advance beyond the first round 


goals in 


As for the four minutes added for time wasting through 
fake injuries and slow motion player replacements, at least 
10 minutes would have been a much fairer concession. 

After seeing the Matildas and their opponents slug it out 
with aimless passes and very little sense of direction for 
most of the games, I'm not sure I want to travel any distance 
to watch this type of football again. 


It was a tough group but have faith Ron. Soccer can't 
afford to lose fans forever. Our time will come. - Ed. 


by playing good, I thought in 
this game it's goals that count, 
whether it's World Cup ete. If 
you don't scare, you don't 
progress, even if it's a kick 
about in the park on Sunday 
morning. The only ray of 
hope is Paul Agostino. He 
seems to be the one with a 
sharp eye in the box if he 
keeps his form, and when 
Kewell gets back to his best 
then there's hope, but if we 
have to play Paraguay or 
Chile we're in for a hard time. 


Ron Novello, 
Little Bay, NSW. 


at Japan/Korea 2002. 
Cynics will sneer but the Socceroos 
day. in the sun is at hand. The large and 
vocal crowds who were once again let 
down by the Olyroos will at least get 
there reward soon. The Olympic 
Football Toumament showed one thing 
there is still a surprising amount of 
goodwill towards soccer in Australia. 
This is despite the cadless efforts of 
the myriads of anti-soocer forces across 
Australia day in day out. 
R Melor, 
Bondi, NSW. 


Lagree. Times will soon change. - Ed. 


It's no longer just Brazil and 
Argentina in South America, 
and one more thing let's stop 
being nice guys with clubs 
who don't send our players to 
play for their country. If they 
hit, hit them back. 


J. Muscat 
Melb, Vic. 


Tihink youtre being a little 
hard on Viduka. He might be 
out of form at the moment but 
he was still a class above aut 
there. - Ed. 


etter to the Editor 
Blanco’s Mistakes 


Dear Sir, 

Tam sure your very good 
weekly will have an in-depth 
post-mortem of what went 
wrong with our U23 National 
side during the home soil 
Olympics. 

Let no one mistake the seri- 
‘ousness. We were out by day 
one of main competition, (Sat 
16/9/00)! The sport that 
attracted more paying specta~ 
tors than all the other sports at 
this and the — previous 
Olympics, saw it's national 
side suffer three defeats in a 
row. It got sidelined like an 
ugly un-Australian duckling, 
while other sports. got the 
headlines and the glory. 

Tt drew 95,000 at the MCG. 
and 2 million viewers on free- 
to-air TV where it had the 
stage to itself on 13/9/00 (2 
days before the official open- 
ing). It blew the opportunity to 
warm mainstream Australians 
with an ordinary, ordinary dis- 
play at the MCG. What a huge 
blow that at least the five-goal 
thriller versus Nigeria on 
Saturday 16/9/00 was hidden 
away on pay TV and not wit- 
nessed by that free-to-air 2 
million, That game at least we 
went down fighting. 

‘My opinion of Raul Blanco 
is not based on hindsight. 
Although I'm sure Blanco is a 
gentleman, he was not the 
inspiration to drive the 
Olyroos to success. An under 
employed and silent Farina 
should have at the very mini- 
mum been somehow 
involved. How come it was 
good enough for Luxembergo 
of mighty Brazil and Troussier 
of Japan to coach Seniors and 
U/23s? 

Selection errors were made 
before and after our bad luck 
with Kewell and Okon. 


Curcija could never take on 
and beat a man like Archie 
Thompson could. Rizzo, 
Culina, or Bresciano would 
have passed a ball better than 
Grella. Grella's inaccuracy 
stood out even back in the 
Youth under 20s. Tiatto was a 
better choice than Skoko, 
even if it meant re-casting the 
midfield. Zane was not a good 


Raul Blanco 


sub for Curcija, missing an 
absolute sitter fate against 
Nigeria, 

Blanco's tactics of a back 
five and wing-backs was a 
failure. Didn't Rasic, spying in 
Adelaide during Nigeria v 
Honduras, warn Blanco of the 
dangerous No. 13. A pure 
right winger who killed us in 
Sydney. OR didn't Blanco lis- 
ten? Lazaridis was 70 yards 
upfield doing his other attack- 
ing role. ['m sure Farina 
would have gone with a back 
four and speedy Tiatto would 
have easily coped, with 
Lazaridis attacking from a left 
midfield position (like for the 
Senior side during friendlies 
in Europe). As for Bosnich 
(who had regretted missing 
out on Atlanta), did Blanco 
seriously pursue him to forget 
the Manchester United bench 
in favour of his country's 


home Olympics? 

Even down to little things, 
like upsetting the dynamics of 
the team by appointing 
Emerton captain ahead of 
Senior captain Paul Okon. Or 
with his players slipping 
everywhere on that hopeless 
MCG transplanted pitch, had 
he warned them abut stud 
length? Had he warned 
Emerton about retaliation and 
oppcnents' exaggerated over- 
reactions, had he warned 
Colosimo and others about 
discipline and chasing 
Nigerian opponents over 40 
yards during an unseemly 
melee? Farina would have, 
like he will in South America. 

The reality of the matter 
was that Blanco had achieved 
little at West Adelaide, cer- 
tainly did not have an interna- 
tional-standard assistant in 
Santrac, and sadly, was not 
overly media-friendly. 

I believe Farina 
would/should have done a bet- 
ter job. He was reasonably on- 
track in those games in 
Hungary and elsewhere with 
his +4-2 line-up, although I 
can't see us getting any result 
next year in places like 
Unuguay, Chile or Paraguay. 
But I truly believe he will 
inspire and go for it at 
Stadium Australia against 
South America’s Sth, once we 
have disposed of New 
Zealand. 

Con Michalakos 
Athelstone, SA. 


A tough account of the mis- 
givings that plagued Blanco. 1 
wonder if Farina would have 
done a better job. Maybe yes, 
maybe not. I guess we'll never 
know. - Ed. 


Oceanina to get direct entry to Germany 2006 


sporting means and in 2006 by direct 
entry.” 

In the lead-up to the 2002:competition, 
the winners of the Oceania qualifying 
competition will meet the fifth placed 
South American team late next year with 
the winner going through to the finals in 
Japan and Korea. 


ceania should gain direct entry 

to the 2006 World Cup Finals 

in Germany, FIFA president 
Sepp Blatter said last week. 

Blatter, in Australia to watch the 
Olympic soccer tournament, tipped the 
country as a future venue for a World Cup 
tournament, but gave no hint of when that 
might possibly be. 

Blatter told Justin Madden, the state of 
Victoria’s minister of sport, that he was 
impressed by what he had seen so far at 
the Olympics. 

He said Australia had a chance of host- 
ing three international tournaments in 
2003 — the Confederations Cup, the 
World Club Championship and the 
Women’s World Cup. 

He added that he believed Oceania, the 
smallest of FIFA’s six confederations with 
only 11 member countries, had a chance 
of gaining direct entry to the World Cup 
in Germany. 

“I’m convinced that for the 2006 World 
Cup, FIFA’s Executive Committee will 
follow this idea and | will personally 
work with them to get Oceania direct 
entry,” he said 

“If you speak about inconsistency, 
Oceania became a Confederation in 1996 
so they should also have direct access to 
qualification for the World Cup. 

“I am optimistic that a team from 
Oceania will enter the 2002 World Cup by 


Bruce gets thumbs up 


round, sometimes you get to the quarter 
finals, but rarely beyond_you need a little bit 
of tuck.” 

FIFA’S relationship with the international 
‘Olympic Committee has in recent 
years. “The Olympics is pleased te have foot- 
ball, because it boosts ticket sales OF course 
within the IOC there are those who would 
like to. see the competition completely open, 
and FIFA has u faction which says we have 
already gone too far und we should rewmn to. 


By Graham Cooke 


janberra’s Bruce Stadium can be 
considered for # venue for a future 
‘World Cup in Australia, FIFA’s 
secretary, Michel Zen-Ruffinen, 

aid in the National Capital last week, 

Jn Canberra to wafch ‘matches in the 
Olympic football toumament, he said Bruce's 
25,000 capacity js at the lower end of FIFA's 
requirements. 

“We insist on two large grounds ~ you now 
‘gave these in the Melbourne Cricket Groand 
and Stadium Austrafia,” he said, 

“The remainder can be smaller dows to a 

minimum of 25,000. Broce could be consit- 
ered, as long’ as some of the oibets have 
‘greater capacity,” 
He believed the new system, wherehy 
future World Cups are rotated among the con- 
federations, wilt hold-and agreed that would 
mean Oceania eventually gaining 2 World 
Cup, You have the stadis. you have the 
\felecommunications, you have the horels,” be 
aid. 

“Those are the three basi¢ criteria for slag~ 
ing the world’s greatest sporting show.” 

However, he ssid::Austtulia would 
improve ts chances if it performed better oo 
the international stage “Every time the last 
step seems to be missing. You qualify for dif- 
ferent comipetitions, you are in the first 


Australia and New Zealand, the only 
countries in with a realistic chance of 
qualifying from Oceania, have had to play 
off against teams from other continents. 

Blatter, who recently celebrated 25 
years at FIFA, said that Australia was 
prominent in the world governing body's 
thoughts as a future World Cup finals host 
nation, 

“The FIFA Executive Committee has 
agreed on the principle of rotating the 
World Cup around the six federations. 
Oceania must be part of this,” he said. 

Blatter watched the United States play 
Kuwait at the Melboume Cricket Ground 
and was impressed by the size of the 
crowd which. he said would help 
Australia’s chances of hosting a future 
World Cup. 

“You must hold the World Cup finals 
in a country where football has a strong 
presence,” he added. 


TOC has apreed to incresse the ‘women's 
‘competition from eight countries to; 12. 

“We would also like to se fotsal in the 
Olympic: Games. There have been recent 
negotiations along those lines and we: will 
vontinde with thent..it is part of the whole 
concept of football” 

And Zen-Ruffinen is lukewarm on the 
concept of two countries co-hosting the 
World Cup, as will Happen with Japan and 
South Kocea in 2002, 

“Ye is pot goitig to be easy, ad we foresee 
muy problems, bat the difficulty with limit 
ing the hosting to single coumiries is you dra- 
‘matically redace the number of possible con= 
tenders.” 
Even so, he listed Brazil; Canada and: 
South Africa as potential rivals for Austratia 
int future World Cup bids 


Sepp Blatter: Easier qualification 
to World Cup for Oceania. 
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LOCAL SOCCER 


lon KEILOR UNITED 


SECURE FIRST TITLE 
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eilor United Soccer Club won its first 

championship since its establishment 

in 1984 last week with a draw against 
rivals Brimbank enough to secure top place. 

‘The 1-1 result was met with scenes of exhila- 
ration from players, officials and fans as the 16- 
year drought was washed away. * 

Keilor, who began the round two points clear 
of Western Eagles, went into the game knowing a 
draw would be enough to claim the champi- 
onship. Cross-town rivals Brimbank, however, 
were determined to spoil the Keilor celebrations. 

Keilor United immediately put Brimbank 
under pressure and scored a dream goal six-and- 


4 peers 
Marconi mascot Mitchell Cork was elated when 


Gibson (Centre) and Kris Trajanovski (right) attended his 10th birthday party. Even coach 
Eddie Krncevic was there. 


Marconi stars Chad Gibson (left), John 


achalf minutes into the game. 


BRIMBA: 1 
KEILOR UNIT 1 


LINE-UP: 

Bufalino, Siliato, Fichera, Bonnici, 
Pasqualone (Farfala 58), Lakic, Colangeli, 
Surace, Murador, Trifiletti (Troiano 64), Di 
Lizio (Impellizzeri 87). 


CROWD: Approx. 220 


REFEREE: Branislay Minic 


Mitchell with his cousin Shane Aitken with Marconi players Chad Gibson, 
Vlado Zoric and Brendan Renaud. 


photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo published in ABSW. 
Send photos to — The Editor: 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 


Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
*All photos will be returned. 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 
AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO:- THE EDITOR, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, 
P.O. BOX 115, MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 
OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
*All photos will be returned. 
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Future champion Damian Cork relaxes the best way he knows 
how... with a soccer ball. 
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TARS IN THE 


ABSW’‘s Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


Robert Gasper 


AT A GLANCE 
Robert Gasper 
Sydney Olympic 
TBI 
Left 
Brown 
Blonde 
Stem 
‘T6kg 
Midfield 


THE STATS &FACTS 


Clubs Played At: 

Ui3 —tst grade Westem Knights (Perth Super League) 
98° season signed with Hajduk Split (Croatia} 
Under 19's 
99" season signed with Cockbum City, 

(Perth Super League) 

99-00 Signed ee 

Age Started Playing Soccer: 


TEE LOOK FORWARD 
Career Highlight To Date: _Geiting picked for the 
20's Young Socceroos train on squad and playing 
Overseas with Hadjuk Split in Croatia, 
To play at the highest level possible 
“You miss 100 percent of the shots. 
you don't take" 


Ambition: 
Words: Of Advice: 


}) Best Advice Received: 


Se INSIGHT 


Fayourite Actor; 
Favourite Actress: Julia Roberts 
Top 5 Movies: 
~Total Recall 
-Shawshank Redemption 
-Rocky IV 
~The Hurricane 
The Lost Boys 
‘Favourite Comedian: ‘Will Smith 
If you could be # character from any movie who 
‘would you be? Michael Douglas in Basic Instinct 
Best ever concert: AC/DC Concert in 96 at the 
Perth Dome 
3 Cd’s You Couldn’t Do Without? 
~Ministry of Sound — Millennium Edition 
~Best Ciub Albums Ever 2000 
Skitz Mix 4 
~The Best Club Album of The Year 
-Wild 11 


Favourite TV show: The Simpsons. 


Favourite Cartoon Character: ‘Homer Simpson | 


Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
-David Beckham 
-Mandy Moore 
-Michael Jordan 
-Muhammad Ali 
~Alan Boksic 
-Mum 
Entrée: 
Main Course: 
Dessert: 


Penne Bosciaola 
‘Veal Parmigianna 
Chocolate Mudeake 


THE PEERS 
Fayourite Overseas Player: Alan Boksic 
Favourite Overseas Team: Hadjuk Split 
Most Admired Australian Player (Local Based): 

Troy Halpin 

Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 
Josip Skoko 
Fabian Cannavaro 
David Beckham 
Alan Boksic 
Peter Schmeichel 
Every player I play 
against is tough 


Most Admired Defender: 
Most Admired Midfielder: 
Most Admired Striker: 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: 
Hardest Opponent (Played): 


“Never give up’ (parents) 


Will Smith || 


A: the tender 


As of 19, 
Robert Gasper 
has done many 


unimaginable things 
youngsters dream of, 

‘The Fremantle born star had 
starred in two National titles, 
and unlike previous interviews, 
Robert represented Western 
Australia. “I played in the 
National titles in {96 held in 
Brisbane and ‘97 held in 
Sydney. It was a good learning 
experience even though we did- 
n't go too well, it was always a 
good challenge playing the 
best,” said Robert. 


Robert Gasper: 
Rising star. 


Another achievement that 
was on this young manis cards 
was being selected in the 1999 
Australian Schoolboys side, ilt 
was a one month trip where we 
toured Ireland, Norther Ireland, 
Wales and England. It was great 
as the standard of soccer was 
really top notch,” said the for- 


ne man that has 
already made an 
act in the National 


League is youngster Nahuel 
Arrarte, 

Already in his second season 
at Sydney United, Arrarte had 
achieved many big things before 
he arrived with the red and 
whites, 

Nahuel was a graduate at the 
Institute where he spent two 
good years, learning and being 
taught how to become a good 
player on and off the park, 

“The Institute really helped 
me a lot, especially in my phys- 
ical game, The place itself is 
brilliantly set out and I think itis 
one: of the best youth systems 
around. Coach at the NSWIS 
Kelly Cross was very influential 
towards my game as he taught 
me how to be a soccer player on 
and off the pitch,” said Nahuel, 

Arrarte took part in one 
National tournament, and that 
was when he represented NSW 
in the Under 15's, where they 
won 2-0 against the ‘Vics*, 
“Playing for NSW was great and 
itis something that will always 
remind me of my first big 
achievement,” said Arrarte, 

Something of which many 
boys dream of is the opportunity 
to strut their stuff abroad, and 
‘Naz’ had the prospect of doing 
So. “It was the season 97-98, 
myself and ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez 
went for trials at Argentinean 
giants Boca Juniors. I played for 
the Under 18is and I can say that 
it was a big experience. The way 
the people were passionate 
about soccer was. phenomenal, 
and that was what brought the 
‘game to life in Argentina,” said 


mer John Curtin Senior High 
‘school student. 

Previously residing in Perth, 
‘Robbie’ played in the Perth 
Super League at the age of 16. 
The league was fast and furious 
and the former Western Knights 
player did really enjoy his four- 
year spell there. “Phe Perth 
Super League was a good expe- 
rience for myself. It was all 
about being tough and very fit. 
It's pretty much equivalent to 
the NSW Super League we have 
here as there are always four or 
five really good sides. It was just 
great to see players like 
Despotovski, Naven, 
Kalogeracos and so many other 
Perth Glory players take part in 
the Super League,” said Gasper. 

Recently, Robert was given a 
call-up to train with another 30 
plus players at the recent Young 
Socceroos preparation squads, 
for the up and coming World 
Cup in Argentina next year. 
“Getting a call-up was a big 
buzz for me, but now I know 
that | have to work really hard in 
getting to realize the dream of 
representing your country,” said 
the left-sided attacker, 

Last but not least, another 
huge achievement for this lad 
was going overseas and playing 

Croatia for almost a year, “It 
was in ‘98 I went and trailed for 
Croatian Ist Division Club 
Hadjuk Split. I made the U19's 
which was a top experience for 
Me as we got to play in many 
European tournaments, played 
‘against class players and it real- 
ly helped my game a lot. | 
stayed there for 1] months and 1 
know in that'time, I did gain a 
lot of tips,” said ‘Robbie’. 

After another one-year stint 


the lucky midfielder, 

Even though Arrarte spent a 
‘good year at Boca, he had come 
back home and had something 
good he could teil his mates he 
trained alongside the best player 
in the world. “It was the ultimate 
dream training with Maradona, 
who at that time was apart of 
Boca Juniors. He tnily is the 
best player, also players like the 
great Canniga, Cardoba and 
Solano where one of the other 
big name players that played for 
Juniors,” said the Sydney 
United ace, 

‘Also another European expe- 
rience was last year where 
Arrarte trailed for Eintracht 
Brunchwik a second division 
German side. “I was there for 
two and half weeks and I really 
enjoyed the football there. It was 
very physical and the game was 
played at a much faster rate, 
however the negotiations fell 
through and I did not sign,” said 
‘Nahuel, 

After his stints in Europe, the 
Sydney United Pumas in the 
season 99-00 snapped up 
Arrarte, where he tcok part as 
cone of the main players in the 
squad. “I thought that | would 
not get much of.a goin my first 
season at United. 1 ended up 
playing 27 matches, making my 
debut in the first match against 
Northern Spirit and also scoring 
a goal, which really made my 
confidence skyrocket. It was a 
huge step from the Institute as 
there were good players week in 
week out and it only benefited 
my game that much more,” said 
the former Westfieldis High stu- 
dent, 

‘The Pumas have a new look 


in the Perth Super League, 
Gasper signed a professional 
contract with National League 
side Sydney Olympic, “I decid- 
cd to sign for Olympic in hope- 
fully getting some experience in 
the National League. The first 
year was tough as I had to settle 
down and had to get used to the 
stylé of play here in Sydney. 
However, lim in my second year 
now and so far I’m enjoying it as 
Thave made many friends and | 
really like Sydney,” said the 
Former Australian Schoolboy. 
Pre-season has been well 
under way, Robbie explains that 
‘it's all good’ down the Olympic 
way. “The boys have been train- 
ing hard, and we did quite well 
in the recent tournament held in 
Newcastle, Branko has really 
pushed us, and with the squad 
being mixed with young and old 
players, anything is possible for 
us this year,” said Gasper 
Having roomed with another 
new boy at that time, former 
South Melbourne Ace George 
Goutzioulis, Robbie explains 
how different itfs been since his 
move from Perth, “I've realized 
that Sydney is a place that never 
sleeps, as the pace of life is 
much quicker to what I was used 
toin Perth. However, liveadapi- 
ed to the lifestyle and lim really 
enjoying this city,” said Robert, 
Apart from soccer, Robbie 


“loves his beloved Fremantle 


“Dockers, and only a couple of 
years ago, Gasper captained his 
school AFL side. “I really enjoy 

the AFL as the excitement says 
it all. My cousins played the* 
sport and I took them up on the 
offer and played as well, but 
nothing beats soccer,” said the 
hopeful Young Socceroo, 


squad this season and Nahuel 
hopes that the tag of being the 
casy beats of the league will be 
put to rest. “Pre-season has start- 
ed strongly with all the lads, 
new players like lesa, 
Awaritefe, Arambasic and Silic, 
have added more depth to our 
squad, Ifve also noticed that this 
year we have become more pro- 
fessional, having sprint coaches 


Nahuel Arrarte: Big 
year ahead, 


and others great tactical things 
in making us a better squad? 
said the Sportscene worker, 
Alan Hunter has now taken 
‘over as coach of the Pumas, and 
Arrarte believes he will be the 
man to lift United out of the dol- 
drums, ‘Hunter has a winning 
mentality which is essential for 
a coach, The players have bond- 
ed quite well with Alan, and 1 
know in my mind we will be 
much more competitive this sea- 
son than the last,” said the 


young star, 


} Favourite Actor: 


ABSW (#} 
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Nahuel Arrarte 
Sydney United 
26/11/80 

Right 

Brown 

Brown 

179m. 


kg 
Centre Midfield 


THE STATS &FACTS 


‘Clubs Piayed At: 
U13 — 14 Marconi 
UI5 —NSW Institute of Sport 
Season 97-98 — Boca Juniors (Argentina) 
Season 98-99 spent another year at the 
NSW Institute of Sport 
Season 99° Signed 2 professional Ist grade contract for 
Sydney United 

Age Started Playing Soccer: 3 


THE LOOK FORWARD 
Carver Highlight To Date: Making National League 
debut against Norther Spirit in round 1. Scoring my 
first National League goal against Adelaide City. Lastly 
training with Maradona while L.was at Boca Juniors, 
To play professionally overseas 
“Work bard, be committed and 
disciplined” 
‘Never give up’ (Parents) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Adam Sandice 
Liz Horley 


Best Advice Received: 


Fayourite Actress: 
‘Top 5 Movies: 
American Pic 
-Road Trip 
~Gladiator 
-Dumb & Dumber 
~Ace Ventura 
Fayourite Comedian: Adam Sandler 
If you could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Michael Douglas in Basic Instinct 


| Best ever concert; Ministry of Sound Tour in Sydney 


5 Cd's You Couldn't Do Without? 
-R Kelly 
-Dru Hill — Enter The Dragon 
-Destiny’s Child — Say My Name 
“Ricky Marin - Yuelve 
-Mariah Carey — Greatest Hits 
Fayourite TY show: World Soccer 
Favourite Cartoon Character: Tasmanian Devil 
Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
-Liz Hurley 
-Maradona 
~Adam Sandler 
Salma Hayek 
-Fidel Castro 
-Bill Clinton 


it Gabriel “Chi Chi? Mendez 
Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 
Harry Kewell 
Danny Burt 

Kain Rastall 


‘Most Admired Defender: 

Most Admired Midfielder; 
Most Admired Striker: Gabriel Batistuta 
Most Admired G = Rene Higuita 
Hardest Opponent (Played): Gabriel Chi Chif Mendez 
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last week when they beat a toothless 
Barcelona 3-0 in a Champions League match 
in Istanbul’s Inonu Stadium, 

Striker Ahmet Dursun scored twice to give the 
Turks their first win in this season’s competition 
against Group -H favourites Barcelona, who had 
thumped Leeds United 4-0 in their opening game. 

Dursun, bouncing back from poor form in the 
domestic league, put the Turks ahead in the 37th 
minute when he latched on to a cross from Nihat 
Kahveci with an outstretched foot. 

He scored again in the 74th, lobbing over Barcelona 
goalkeeper Richard Detreul after one of a series of 
swift Besiktas counter-attacks. 

Striker Pascal Nouma, formerly of Lens, put the fin- 
ishing touch to the Turkish victory in the 87th minute 
with a scrambled strike on to the bar that bounced just 
over the line. 

Besiktas’ rout of the well-heeled Barcelona line-up 
puts them back in contention in Group H afier their 
opening 4-1 loss to AC Milan. 

“Barcelona are the best club in the world, I think. 
By beating them we've shown we are not that far 
behind and that we are the same class of side,” Dursun 
said. 

Barcelona enjoyed long stretches of possession but 
proved unable to penetrate a packed and often scram- 


T=: side Besiktas produced a huge upset 


Action between Besiktas and Barcelona. 


bling Besiktés defence and the safe hands of Nigerian 
goalkeeper Ike Shorunmu. 

Brazilian Rivaldo, playing in the centre of midfield 
for the Spanish side, was well marked by the Turks 
who often played deep in defence. 4 

“We denied them opportunities...and there’s no 
harm in a bit of luck in football. This was a deserved 
win,” said Besiktas coach Nevio Scala, 

The Turks could have had more on the counter- 
attack but for poor finishing by midfielders Marcus 
Munch and Ibrahim Uzulmez, 


Trezeguet rescues Juve 


David Trezeguet header 
seyen minutes from time 
gave Juventus a barely- 
deserved 2-1 win over 
Panathinaikos in the Champions 
League Group E last week. 
Trezeguet, whose golden goal 
for France in the Euro -2000 final 
sunk Italy, will have been forgiven 
after his effort spared Juventus from 
a second successive draw in the 
competition. 


Toannis Goumas which gave Edwin 
Van der Sar no chance. 

‘The Greeks looked bright again 
after the break and almost took the 
Tead on the hour when a scorching 
30-metre drive from Giorgos 
Karagounis whistled past Van der 
Sar’s post, 

But too many times 
Panithinaikos were reluctant to 
push men forward in support of 
their lively forward duo of 
Liberopoulos and yeteran Pole 
Krzyzstof Warzycha. 

With Zinedine Zidane largely 
subdued and Edgar Davids strange- 


But Panathinaikos can count 
themselves unfortunate to leave the 
Delle Alpi without a point afterthey 
enjoyed the better of the game. 

Juventus coach Carlo Ancelotti 
‘was not fooled by the result. 

“Lam not satisfied with that per- 
formance. We played well in patch- 
es but it was not the level of play I 
expect. But we will take the three 
points even though we did not play 
well and we will improve.” 

The pattern of the game was set 
from the early stages as Juventus 
struggled to impose themselves and 
were closed down quickly in mid- 
field. Panathinaikos looked danger- 
ous when they attacked on the 


David Trezeguet: 
Match winner. 


break. 

‘The Greek side had the first real 
effort on the half-hour when Nikos 
Liberopoulos forced a good save 
out of Edwin Van der Sar with a 
powerful low drive. 

But five minutes later Juventus 
took the lead when a long-range 
Alessio Tacchinardi volley bounced 
out off the bar and struck the back 
of the helpless Greek ‘keeper 
Antonis Nikopolidis before cross- 
ing the line. 

Panathinaikos levelled on the 
stroke of halftime through a sweet- 
ly struck 25-metre drive from 


ly quiet, Juventus lacked creative 
inspiration in the centre of the 
field, 

In attack, Alessandro Del Piero 
again looked well short of full form 
although he and his partner Filippo 
Inzaghi were starved of any real 
service, 

Ancelotti replaced Del Piero 
with Trezeguet in the 62nd minute 
and the move paid off when the 
Frenchman outjumped Leonidas 
Vokolos to firmly head home 
Jonathan Bachini’s comer. 

Trezeguet should have made it 
three in the 87th minute but missed 
the target from point-blank range. 


Anderlecht beat PSV 


And ht |4 
PSV Eindhovan |0 


deflected free kick in the dying minutes gave 

Belgian champions Anderlecht a slightly for- 

tunate 1-0 victory over Dutch side PSV 
Eindhoven in their Champions League Group G 
clash last week. 

With the game seemimgly petering out towards an 
uninspiring 0-0 draw, defender Didier Dheedene’s free 
Kick from just outside the box rebounded off PSV’s 
Theo Lucius and left Dutch goalkeeper Ronald 
Waterreus stranded. 

“Perhaps we were a bit lucky tonight but that’s life,” 
said Anderlecht’s veteran captain Lorenzo Staelens. 
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A game short of imagination and creativity suddenly 
came to life and PSV came close to equalising in the 
final minute of normal time when captain Mark van 
Bommel shot just wide with only Anderlecht ‘keeper 
Filip De Wilde to beat, 

‘Anderlecht opted to rely on the height of their giant 
Czech striker Jan Koller and the pace of Canadian 
Tomasz Radzinski but lacked a creative spark in mid- 
field until Romanian Alin Stoica arrived midway 
through the second half. 

After Anderlecht’s 5-1 humiliation by Manchester 
United last week, coach Aime Anthuenis was happy to 
ride his luck and come away with three crucial points. 

“P'm satisfied with the result, although perhaps our 
football wasn’t the most subtle tonight,” Anthuenis said. 


Milan keeper hands 
Victory to Leeds 


|0 


ee Bowyer enjoyed a little help from AC 

Milan goalkeeper when he scored the last- 

minute goal that gave Leeds a 1-0 victory in 
their Champions League game last week. 

Bowyer’s 89th-minute drive should have been a 
regulation save for the Brazilian goalkeeper as he 
stood on his line but the-ball spun up out of his hands 
and, despite his desperate attempts to drag it clear, 
bounced over the line. 

‘The goal gave injury-hit Leeds a surprise win and 
continued Milan’s poor record in England where 
they have failed to win in 10 attempts. 

Alberto Zaccheroni’s team should have been head- 
ing back to Italy with a valuable point in Group H 
after containing Leeds for the majority of the match. 

They even had chances to score with Ukrainian 
striker Andriy Shevchenko twice denied by smart 
Nigel Martyn saves. 

Leeds had the first opportunity to score but 
Norwegian Eirik Bakke headed over the bar from 
close range after timing his run perfectly to- meet 
Bowyer’s cross. 

Towering defender Michael Duberry should have 
done better than head over from a 57th-minute 
Bowyer comer, 

Milan failed to impress in the first period with 


Die ae SEES aay ee 
patting the Ukrainians ahead in the 48th. minule when. 
‘he sent the ball slamming against the bar. He also forced 
United goalkeeper Raimond Van Der Gouw into a div- 
ing save in the 66th minute. 

‘United, showing none of the form which saw: them 
“crush Anderlecht 5-1 ast week, sinigeled Jo putaltacks. 
together on the heavy, rain-sodden pitch and hardly bad 
‘a shot on target in the ‘second half, 

United had their best moments in the middle of the 
first half, Dwight Yorke had ‘one of their clearest 
chances after 24 minutes when he was released throwgh, 
the middle of the Dynamo defence, But he failed io con 
‘ect properly and sent the ball wide, 


Lee Bowyer: Celebrates his match winner. 


their front line too static at times. But in the second 
half Shevchenko came to life and caused three scares 
for the home side in the space of five minutes. 

In the 63rd minute he capitalised on a good mid- 
field run from Federico Giunti to shoot at goal from 
20 metres — an effort Martyn had to tip over the bar, 

‘Then Gary Kelly gave the Ukrainian the ball on 
the halfway line but his run to goal was ended in the 
Leeds penalty area by a precise tackle from Danny 
Mills. 

Martyn was called into 
action again to parry a 
powerful Shevchenko 
drive after the Milan 
striker swapped flanks 
and attacked down the 
right. 

Zaccheroni tefused to 
blame Dida for the 
defeat, 

“Unfortunately in foot- 
] ball these mishaps hap- 
pen sometimes. We are 
sory, he is very sorry 
but these are the things 
that happen.” 
Leeds coach David 
‘| O'Leary, who enjoyed 
the best result of his 
managerial career, said: 
“I like beating Italian 
teams because I have a 
lot of admiration for 
them. You know when 
you beat them you have 
beaten the top of the 
tree in world football.” 


2 


PIONS 
AGUE, 


wo late goals save 
Arsenal Blushes 


al 3 Crucially Frenchman Sylvain Wiltord then pulled 
‘one back for Arsenal from a rebound after Thierry 
tar Donetsk EB Henry’s penalty kick was saved by goalkeeper Yurii 
late goals from England defender Vit right on half-time. 7 
wtin Keown gave Arsenal a thrilling Arsenal pressed desperately in the second half, 
! vietory over 10-man Shakhtar 24 Keown having been thrown into the attack by 
in Group B of the Champions League Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, arrived with a 
;, denying the Ukrainian outsiders a perfect sense of timing to bundle home a comer 
‘ctory. Kick from close range for Arsenal's equaliser five 
tr, ranked 32nd out of 32 Champions Minutes from time, : 
ams by UEFA, took the lead at Highbury Two minutes into stoppage time, the 34-year-old 
linutes when Alexei Bakharey’s free-kick | ¥2S 0n hand once more to finish a chance created 
sted in off Arsenal’s Robert Pires. by more excellent approach work from Nigerian 
niinutes later, they doubled the advantage Kanu. 4 ; 
Vorobyey finished neatly from a narrow _ Keown had scored just one goal in 45 appear- 
their captain Sergei Popov was then sent es in European competitions before his unex- 
zcond bookable offence, pected heroics — and a mere four in 333 domestic 
league starts for Arsenal. 


Martin Keown: Celebrates scoring the equaliser. 


ingers send Monaco reeling 


agers clinched a 1-0 upset Champions 
eague win at Monaco last week thanks 
an early goal by midfielder Giovanni 
ckhorst. 

onckhorst slotted home a 25 metres shot in 
minute to send his side top of Group D on 


sts, who finished with four strikers after 
sd Prso and Xavier Gravelaine came on in 
d half, tried everything to avoid a second 
2 defeat but the Rangers defence held out. 
ots, missing potential match-winner Jorg 
scause of an eye infection, were in charge 
xeir solid midfield. 

‘ench champions squandered their best 
ty when defender Rafael Marquez 
vide a fine cross by Prso two minutes from 


9, beaten twice in the tournament, were 
ittle hope of reaching the second phase. 


Real Madrid 1 
Spartak Moscow 0 


[= Helguera scored the only goal against 


Spartak Moscow last week as champions 
Real Madrid edged to their first win in 
their Champions League campaign. 

Neither side managed to establish control in a 
disjointed first half. Real had more of the pos- 
session but Spartak came closest to scoring, 
Maksym Kalynychenko and Luis Robson both 
hitting the post. 

But five minutes into the second half Roberto 
Carlos crossed the ball in from the left and 
Helguera slid in front of two Spartak defenders 
to guide the ball into the net, 

Real dominated the remainder of the match 
but could not put the finishing touches to the 
midfield dynamism of Luis Figo and the surging 
tuns of Roberto Carlos. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


Ivan Helguera: Scores the winner 
for Real. 


Leverkusen triumph 
over Sporting Lisbon 


Leverkus: 3 
Sporting Lisbon 2 

cals by Carsten Ramelow, Thomas 
Gi and Oliver Neuville earned 

Bayer Leverkusen a 3-2 win over 
Sporting in the Champions League last week to 
take some of the pressure off coach Christoph 
Daum. 

Leverkusen’s recent woes had looked set to 
continue when goalkeeper Pascal Zuberbuehler 
fumbled an attempt to tip an Andre Cruz corer 
over the bar in driving rain in the 12th minute, 
handing Sporting an early lead they looked likely 
to extend, 

But the dismissal of Portugal international Joao 


Pinto four minutes before the break changed the 
match. 

Leverkusen swarmed around Sporting’s penal- 
ty area in the second half, squandering chance 
after chance until a Brdaric cross picked out 
Ramelow who drove in the equaliser from close 
range in the 65th minute. 

The same combination produced the home 
side's second seven minutes later. Ramelow sup- 
plied a perfectly weighted ball down the middle 
which Brdaric slotted home. 

Oliver Neuville added a third in the 77th 
minute with a superb volley from close range. 
Ricardo Sa Pinto raised Sporting morale by con- 
verting a penalty two minutes later but 
Leverkusen held out. 


Graz stun Galatasary 


Sturm Graz 3 
Galatasaray t) 


ustrian underdogs Sturm Graz sur- 

prised even themselves by beating 10- 

man Galatasaray 3-0 in an ill-tempered 
Champions League match last week, 

Suat Kaya was sent off in the 69th minute only 
a week after the UEFA Cup holders had two play- 
ers, including veteran Gheorghe Hagi, shown the 
red card in their Group D opener against Monaco. 

Goals by Sergei Yuran, Markus Schopp and 
Markus Schupp gave Sturm a welcome boost after 
they were thrashed 5-0 by Rangers in their open- 
ing match and lost their last five Austrian league 
matches. 

Sturm took control after an opening 20 minutes 
in which neither side stamped their authority on 
the game, 

The 31st minute opener came after a shot by 
Iranian international Mehrdad Minavand had 
deflected off a Galatasaray defender and hit the 
post before bouncing directly to Yuran’s feet. 


Sturm and three from Galatasaray. 

A solo run by Ramiz Mamedoy set up Sturm’s 
third in the 82nd minute. He passed to Schupp 
who lifted the ball over Galatasaray goalkeeper 
Claudio Taffarel. 


Valencia win 
at Heerenveen 


Heerenveen 
Valencia ' 


‘alencia cantered to a 1-0 win over 
Heerenveen in Champions League 
Group C last week. 

Kily Gonzalez maintained the Spanish side's 
100 percent record in the tournament with the 


jhree Udinese players have 
T= found to hold false pass- 

ports following a police inves- 
tigation, Italian newspapers reported 
last week. 

The chief constable of Udine, 
Giuseppe De Donna, led an investiga- 
tion into the travel documents of 
Brazilians Warley and Alberto, accused 
of holding false passports by Polish 
authorities and confirmed their 
Portuguese passports were false. 

‘The duo were held at the Polish bor- 
der ahead of a UEFA Cup tie with 
Polonia Warsaw on September 14. 

The chief constable’s probe also 
found a third Udinese player, 18-year- 
old Paraguayan Alejandro Da Silva, 
had~ entered Italy with a false 
Portuguese passport. 

Possession of false documents can 
carry a jail sentence of up to two years 
in Italy. 

“The passports of Warley and 
Alberto are false,” De Donna was quot- 
ed as saying by Italian newspapers. 

“We received the copies from 
Poland and we contacted the 
Portuguese embassy (in Italy) who con- 


uventus were knocked out of 

the Italian Cup after a shock 2- 

1 home defeat by Roberto 
jaggio’s Brescia over the weekend. 

Newly-promoted Brescia came 
from a goal behind at the break to win 
thanks to two fine strikes from forward 
Dario Hubner. 

AC Milan, Fiorentina and Udinese 
booked their places in the quarter- 
finals after coming through Saturday's 
second legs. 

After the first leg finished goalless 
| Juventus fielded a strong line-up 
including Zinedine Zidane and David 
| Trezeguet and went ahead in the 22nd 
minute. 

Brescia goalkeeper ‘Luca 
Castellazzi could only parry out a 
powerful Igor Tudor header and cap- 


tain Antonio Conte reacted quickly to 


firmed that the documents had been 
signed by a non-existent Portuguese 
official. 

“Also the passport of Da Salva was 
found to be imegular as it was signed by 
the same mysterious official who 
signed Warley’s and Alberto’s docu- 
ments”, 

As Da Silva entered Italy with his 
false documents he is likely to face 
expulsion as an illegal immigrant. 

Italian soccer rules limit teams to 
five non-European Union (EU) players 
on their squad of whom only three may 
be on the field at anyone time. 

However many south Americans 
play in Italy as “EU players” after gain- 
ing dual nationality on the basis of fam- 
ily ancestry. 

Following the problems in Poland, 
Usinese informed the Italian Football 
League that Alberto and Warley should 
be counted as “non-EU” playérs this 
season. 

Since returning from Poland Warley 
has left Udinese to join Brazilian club 
Gremio on loan for one year while 
Alberto has also returned to Brazil 


where he is attempting to gain a visa to 


return to Italy. 


slot the loose ball home. 

Jave coach Carlo Ancelotti replaced 
Zidane after the break, but if he 
thought the game was won he was.in 
for a nasty surprise. 

Just three minutes after the restart 
Baggio fed Hubner and the lanky strik- 
er tumed sharply, leaving goalkeeper 
Edwin Van der Sar stranded and struck. 
the ball home from an acute angle. 

Juve pushed forward in search of a 
winner but were caught on the break in 
the 74th minute when the impressive 
Aimo Diana broke down the right 
flank and picked out the unmarked 
Hubner who crashed the ball past Van 
der Sar. 

Juve, who had Conte sent off seven 
minutes from time, are the second big 
name to fall to a newly-promoted side 
in the third round after AS Roma were 


Udinese players hold false passport 


Brescia Knock sit — 


defeated 5-3 on aggregate by Atalanta. 

* In other matches, AC Milan, lead- 
ing 3-1 from their first leg against 
Torino, fielded a largely second-string 
side at the San Siro and a 15th minute 
penalty from Stefan Schwoch gave 
Torino a 1-0 but Milan go forward 3-2 
on aggregate, 

Fiorentina were 5-0 up from their 
away leg against Salernitana and goals 
from Predrag Mijatoyic, Paolo Vanoli 
gave them a two-goal lead against the 
Serie B club. 

Salemnitana pulled a goal back in the 
88th minute through Stefano Guidoni 
but Enrico Chiesa completed an 8-1 
aggregate win with an injury time 
penalty. 

A stunning 88th minute strike from 
Valerio Bertotti gave Udinese a 2-1 


win over Serie B club Piacenza. 


‘The win gave Udinese a 3-2 aggre- 
gate victory but they were made to 
fight hard for their place in the last 
eight. 


inese took the lead in the 10th } 
minute through Belgian Johan Walem 
who tapped in from close range after a 
‘Vincenzo laquinta shot had been par 
tied out. 

Piacenza, relegated from Serie A 
last season, drew level in the 24th 
minute when Alessandro Lucarelli set 
up Francesco Zerbini for a simple tap- 
in, 

The game was heading for extra 
time until two minutes from the end 
when Bertotti struck an unstoppable 
curling shot from 25 metres out to give | 
Udinese the win, 
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RUSSO WRITES 


By Joe Russo 


azio will start the new Serie A season as champions 
first time since 1974. 

; ‘Their dramatic win. on the final day, when champt- 
onship rivals Juventus: were forced to play in a rain- 
delayed game, means that this year they will have the 
emblems of the league championship (Scudetio) and 
Italian Cup sewn on their shins. 

‘The transformation of this club that paraded in the 
Serie B for long spells in the 1980's; was in March 1992 
when Sergio Cragnotti took over as President. 

Cragnotti bought the club at a bargain price and today 
“itis worth more than 20 times his original purchasing 
price of approx $A 30 million. 

Lazio is also the first club that has braved the ordeal of 
“quotation on the stock exchange and Cragnotti firmly 
believes that this is 2 must for all soccer clubs. 

‘On the sporting side of things, Cragnotti has won sup- 
port from the hardest to please supporters, He has trans- 
formed the image of this team totally - no longer are they 
the “poorer cousins’ in the city of Rome from their arch- 
tivals Roma, butin fact they are the leaders in Italy's cap- 
ital city. 

It is said that Roma President, fellow billionaire 
Franco Sensi, is often copying the “Cragnoti model”. In 
Rome both clubs divide the city with the traditional 
Roma still very much the dominant club. However, this 
wouldn't worry Cragnotti in the slightest. 

“I don't believe that Sensi imitates me. We are too dif 
ferent for that,” he said recently in an interview ina mag- 
azine. 

And who is Cragnotti’s player of the Lazio of the new 
Millenium? Defender Alessandro Nesta. 

“Thave already turned very down very attractive offers 
for him because | see him as representing Lazio of 2000,” 
he said. 

‘When asked about who he regretted signing ind sell- 
ing the most he gave’ very straight forward answers. 

“Tregret buying Ivan De La Pena and as regards sales, 
1 regret losing Christian Vieri,” he said. 

Itis no secret that Cragnotti has tried to buy Vieri back 
from Inter on several occasions. However, Inter will not 
part with their star striker, 

On the whole, the Cragnotti leadership at Lazio has 
worked miracles and the results are on the board to prove 
it. Their aim this year will be to do well in the Champions 
League and with a bit of luck bring home the trophy 
which is so far missing from their trophy cabinet. 


Kea 


Te star-studded Malian Olympic team has departed 
our shores and most of the players are now back in 
training with their Serie A clubs. 
failure by the team to advance further than the 
q -final stage is a big disappointment for supporters 
of Italian national soccer teams, 

Te all started at the 1994 World Cup, continued at the 
1998 ‘World Cup, followed by Euro 2000 and now the 
Olympics. 

The team was hot favourite for a medal and Marco 
Tardelli as coach of the team will be judged as having 
failed. 

Tardelli didn't seem too upset as he walked into.the 
team hotel on Saturday night after the game as he lead his 
team in off the bus, but undemeath all the bravado myst 
surely have been a lot of disappointment. 

‘Tardelli’s future does fook bright though:and that is 
some small consolation for the defeat. When questioned 
about his future, and in particular about a possible move 
to Inter, he didn’t answer the question. 

‘Tardelli's name has been linked to inter despite assur- 
ances by the club: that current boss, Marcello Lippi, is 
safe. Interesting times ahead for both Tasdellt and'Tnier. 


BRADFORD CITY 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 


oreccan Hassan Kachloul’s 
rambled effort after 29 
minutes proved enough to settle a 
scrappy match at Valley Parade. 
Kachloul got the better of Bradford 
defender Gunnar Halle to secure three 
points which lift Glenn Hoddle’s side 
to eighth in the table. Bradford find 
themselves bottom and facing another 
tough relegation battle. 


COVENTRY CITY 0 
WEST HAM UTD 3 


Pee Di Canio jabbed West 
Ham ahead after 38 minutes at 
Highfield Road and laid on a sec- 
ond two minutes later for Joe Cole. 

Frank Lampard completed West 
Ham’s first win of the season after 69 
minutes to lift them off the foot of the 
table, above Derby County and 
Bradford. Coventry are only one 
place above West Ham and have yet 
to win at home this season. 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
LEEDS UNITED 1 


‘an Harte’s astonishing 40-metre 

kick put Leeds a goal up 

after 34 minutes and almost imme- 

diately Derby defender Horacio 

Carhonari was sent off for the sec- 
ond successive match. 

Not for the first time this season 
Derby rallied and Georgian Georgiou 
Kinkladze danced through to secure a 
point 15 minutes from time. Derby, 
though, have still to record their first 
win. 


IPSWICH 1 
ARSENAL 1 


rsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger recalled Dutch striker 


Sunderland’s super striker I Kevin Phillips celebrate scoring 
against Liverpool at Anfield. 


Dennis Bergkamp but the 
Londoners looked toothless in 
attack. 

Marcus Stewart headed Ipswich 
into a deserved lead four minutes into 
the second half and twice Richard 
Naylor had chances to make the game. 
safe for the home side. 

Six minutes from the end 
Bergkamp came alive, reacting first 
after Ipswich goalkeeper Richard 
Wright had blocked Thierry Henry. It 
was the Dutchman’s first goal in 15 
games. 


LIVERPOOL 1 
SUNDERLAND 1 


evin Phillips ran from inside 
iis own half before curving a 


Manchester United’s Denis Irwin goes up for a header against 
Chelsea’s Jon Harley. The match ended 3-3. 


spectacular shot into the net from 
25 metres to put Sunderland 1-0 up 
after 14 minutes. 

England rival Michael Owen head- 
ed in the equaliser, his seventh goal 
of the season, from six metres out 11 
minutes before half-time. German 
Markus Babbel wasted Liverpool’s 
best chance to win the match. 


MAN. UTD 3 
CHELSEA 3 


ew Chelsea coach” Claudio 
Ranieri’s first game in charge 
was a thriller. 

Jimmy Floyd Hasslebaink wal- 
loped Chelsea ahead after eight min- 
utes but Paul Scholes matched his 
strike six minutes later. 

‘Teddy Sheringham (37) and David 
Beckham (39) seemed to haye killed 
off Chelsea but goalkeeper Raimond 
Van Der Gouw erred to let Tore 
Andre Flo head Chelsea back on 
terms right on halftime. Flo then side- 
footed the equaliser with 20 minutes 
left to eam the Londoners a deserved 
point. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
ASTON VILLA 1 


ulian Joachim, unpopular with 

the Villa fans because he wants 
to leave, looked to have secured 
three points for the visitors when 
he scored after Dion Dublin 
charged down a clearance by 
Middlesbrough goalkeeper Gary 
Walsh. 

But Boro conjured up a late 
equaliser when Villa's Turkish 
defender Ozalan Alpay put through 
his own net a minute from full-time. 


NEWCASTLE 0 
CHARLTON 1 


raham Stuart earned promot- 
ed Charlton, who move up to 
fifth place, all three points when he 
bundled in a cross by John 
Robinson after only eight minutes 
at St James’ Park, 
Carl Cort and Alan Shearer both 
went close for Newcastle, but the 
defeat saw them slip to seventh. 


TOTTENHAM O 
MAN. CITY 0 


wiss defender Ramon Vega hit 

the bar on a day of frustration 
for Tottenham at White Hart Lane. 

Ukrainian Serhiy Rebrov had a 
goal disallowed and City goalkeeper 
Nicky Weaver almost made several 
‘smart stops. Spurs lie sixth. 


LEICESTER CITY 1 
EVERTON 1 


eicester seized the lead after 22 

minutes when midfielder Neil 
Lennon made inroads on the right 
and drove his shot into the penalty 
box where striker Ade Akinbiyi 
managed the crucial finishing 
touch. 

Former England intemational Paul 
Gascoigne eared Everton a point 
with a piece of skill to recall his best 
days. He began the move in midfield, 
broke forward to take the return pass, 
dribbled around a defender and 
crossed into the box. Goalkeeper Tim 
Flowers palmed out the ball but only 
to see Unsworth head home. 


Everton's Steve Watson clashes his own goalkeeper Paul 
Gerrard during their match against Leicester. 
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MURBRYESIEAM 


By Julian Murphy 


f English Premier League clubs the 

thing about the early rounds of the 

‘inconsistency. Injury plagued Leeds 

started with 2 couple of sclid wins before losing to 

Manchester City ‘nd Ipswich. An under strength Arsenal 

outclassed Liverpool then struggled past Coventry and 

drew with Ipswich. Then there is Newcastle United. 
‘Terrific one week, turkeys the next. 

‘This class then crap phenomenon that has pervaded 
much of the premiership hasn't yet found its way to 
Filbert Street. No sir, Leicester City have started 2000-01 
‘a8 consistency personified. The Foxes defence has been 
impressively solid in their first Seven games. Before 
Everton's equaliser on the weekend, only Ipswich had 
slipped one past keeper Tim Flowers and they could only 
do so from the penalty spot_ 

‘The talented midfield have been both professional and 
tough. Muzzy Izzet even roughed up reputed Chelsea 
hard man Dennis Wise during the recent victory at 
Stanford Bridge, The Le 
less consistent, Mc = time they haven't looked like 
scoring but occasionally they surprise their fans by 
knocking one or two in. There is no doubt these fans 
would prefer to see a few more goals but they'll not be 
complaining about their teams current position on the 
league table. 

How far can Leicester City go this year? Well, they 
haven't got a hoot in hell of winning the league but that's 
not so bad, neither do 18 other clubs. But there is no rea- 
son why they can't repeat the effort of last season or even 
go a little better and edge into the top six. 

Itis true that Leicester haven't yet had to face any of 
the supposed big guns in the Premiership. There was the 
| 2-0 win over Chelsea, but the London club's status as a 
| league heavyweight is highly debatable at the moment. 
Still, the Foxes team spirit and unity is at times inspira- 
tional and will go a long way to helping the side pick wp 
points during : 


leg to be played in Vienna, the Foxes have a good oppor- 
tunity to get through to the next round. 

‘The armchair experts (such as yours truly) predicted 
nothing but doom and gloom for Leicester after manager 
Martin O'Neill departed for Celtic. New boss Peter 
Taylor has arrived with a minimum of fuss and has 
immediately set about the tsk at hand. The transition 
appears to haye been a smooth one and Taylor's cause 
has been helped immeasurably by the clubs retention of 
the bulk of last season’s successful squad. 

For Leicester to remain competitive they will need 
Stan Collymon: to continue to get om the score sheet like 
he did at Stamford Bridge. Ade Akinbiyi will also have 
to add to ‘his goal against Everton last Sunday. If manag- 
er Taylor can further bolster the depth of his squad, not 
an easy task with limited financial resources, Leicester 
City may well turn playing above themselves into an art 
form. 

NOTE: If Leicester City go'to the dogs over the next 
few months I will not hesitate to return to my earlier pre- 
diction that they will finish around 15th: 


aoog 
‘est Ham finally picked up their first league win 
over the weekend. Harry Redknapp had been say- 
ing it was only a matter‘of time as his side had been per- 


raws, thal should have been wins, against 
testes United and Liverpool confirmed this and the 


table. “Should, being the key word. 


Nilis fears injury 
may end his career 


Luc Nilis: The tackle that may end his career. 


ston Villa's Belgian interna- 

tional striker Luc Nilis fears 

che may not play again after 
breaking a leg earlier this month, 

Nilis suffered a double fracture of 

his right leg in a collision with Ipswich 

keeper Richard Wright. 
Nilis told Belgian daily Het Laatste 
| Nieuws he feared the injury might 


make a retum to {op-level football 
impossible, 

“Over the next two months things 
could change but I fear that could be it 
for my football career,” the paper quot- 
ed Nilis as saying, 

"T should be grateful I still have my 
Jeg. The most important thing is to'get 
‘well again and do the things every nor- 


mal person can do, such as playing 
with the children. 

Football? Right now, I'm not think- 
ing about it.” 

Nilis joined Villa from Duteh cham- 
pions PSV Eindhoven at the beginning 
of the season and had already made 
quite an impression with a superb goal 
against Chelsea last month. 


Vialli was a great 
Coach — Ferguson 


‘Ferguson told zogfvotball.com that 
im the space of a few days Vialli went 
from being a great manager to a bad 
one. 


“Nobody would have believed the 
‘Vialli situation could happen.” 

Ferguson said he rated Vialli as a 
manager. “I had great respect for 
him...and also (Arsenal’s) Arsene 
‘Wengez. I think they are great coaches, 

“| think the important thing for Laca 
is to get over the disappointment of 
being dismissed first and then assess 
how he can get back into management. 

“The problem is availability. He was 
only five games into the season when 
he lost his job. 

It’s not easy to get back into football 


consider taking on the role of England 


“Pm retiring in two years and noth- 
coach when his contract with United ing, not a thing, would bring me back 


Alax Ferguson: Respect. ended. into managing a football team.” 
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‘idfielder Gheorghe Hagi had 
his five-match suspension from 
UEFA club competitions cut to 

two at an appeal bearing of European 

soccer's governing hody last week. 

The appeals board reduced the ban after 
deciding that the Romanian international’s 
dismissal during a Champions League clash 
with AS Monaco should be classified as 
Bsa ean mci ia 


ee ‘because Hagi had already been 
booked earlier in the match and had been 
twice previously red-carded in UEFA 
matches during 4 period of only four 
months, the appeals board fined him 15,000 
Swiss francs ($8,726). 

The hearing dismissed an appeal from 
Galatasaray against 2 35,000 Swiss francs 
($20,360) fine imposed by UEFA’s control 
and disciplinary body. 

A one-match ban was handed out 10 
Sturm Graz midfielder Roman Mahlich, 
who was dismissed before he even stepped 
onto the pitch for the Austrian club's 
Champions League match against 


Hagi has ban cut 
Galatasaray 


Gheorghe Hagl: Reduced ban. 


‘Mabilich was shown the red card for vio~ 
Jent conduct against a linseman, the offence 
having been committed while the player 
‘was Warming up on the touchline, 


truggling West 
Ham United have 
turned down 
another 15 million 
pound ($37.5m) bid by 
Premier League rivals 
Leeds United for 
England centre back Rio 
Ferdinand. 

West Ham manager 
Harry Redknapp, whose 
side is bottom of the table 
after six games, said that 
Leeds had renewed an 
offer first rejected on 
September 2. 

“Leeds have come in 
again with another mas- 
sive offer for Rio 
Ferdinand — 15 million 
pounds!!! 

“That’s an incredible 
amount of money,” 
Redknapp said on his per- 
sonal Web site. 

He said the offer was all 


= 


the more tempting 
because of pressure from 
the European Commission 
to scrap soccer transfer 
fees. 

“Obviously it is diffi- 
cult to turn down that sort 
of money for a player, 
especially with transfers 
set to be quashed,” he 
said. 

“At times I think about 
how many players I could 
bring in with the money 
from it but | am desperate 
not to lose Rio because it 
would be a real blow if he 
left us.” 

Ferdinand, 21, has nine 
England caps and was 
recalled by England coach 
Kevin Keegan for 
August’s friendly against 
France after being omitted 
from the squad for Euro 
2000. Pa 

w 


DESCHAMPS 


DOUBT 


game, which the Spanish side went on to 


Danang iriue Bek ‘win 1-0. He will undergo further scans to 

least three weeks after coming off determine the full extent of the injury but is 

injured early during Valencia’s —_ already looking at three weeks on the side~ 
tines, 


Champions League victory over 

Heerenveen, Goalscorer Kily Gonzalez was also taken 
Valencia: confirmed that the player had off midway through the game. 

‘suffered a small thigh muscle tear in the 


OVERMARS BELOW PAR 


| utch winger Mare 
| (Overmars has acknowl- 
} edged he was below his 


_ best form in Barcelona’s two 
_ heavy defeats during the past 
| week. 
| Barca, who started the season 
with impressive home victories 
over Malaga and Leeds United, 
} have found life a lot tougher on 
their travels, going down 3-1 at 
: Athletic Bilbao and then 3-0 to 
_ Besiktas in the Champions 
_ League. 

“It's obvious that we’ve been 
well below our best, on a person- 
al and a team level,” said 

. Overmars, who was signed from 
' English Premier League Arsenal 
in a $35.6 million deal during the 
recent northem summer. 
“T'm not happy with the way 
ve played in the last two games 
and I know | must improve. 
“The system here is different. I 
have to concentrate more on 
defence but when I came 1 knew 
T'd need some time to adapt.” 
He added: “Against Besiktas 


everyone was below form but I’m 
sure that won't be repeated.” 


SHAN NOU RED 


anchester 
United defender 
jaap Stam could 


be out for three months 
when he undergoes an 
operation on his Achilles 
injury. 

The Dutch international 
had planned to have. the 
operation in November 
after the first phase of the 
Champions League but he 
could now haye it earlier. 

Stam, 28, said: “I’m 
training but the Achilles 
continues to feel sore. 

“After a warm-up it set- 
tles down but when I take 
Jong strides it is painful and 
stiff. 

“The Achilles has not 
been helped by the early 
season hard grounds, Once 
we move into autumn and 
winter when the weather 


Jasp Stam: Sidelined. 
gets worse, it should that fit-again Ronny 
improve,” he added. Johnsen will remain injury- 
United boss Sir Alex free if Stam is forced to 
Ferguson will be hoping have surgery. 
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2. EUROPEAN a LEAGUE .=:.. 


LEAGUE, 


icania ge bees sv Juventus 
Tony Yeboah 17, igor Tudor 5, 


Mehdi Mahdavikia 65, Filippo Inzaghi 36, 53, 


Hans-Joerg Butt 72pen, 88pen 
Niko Kovac 82 
Panathinalkos 1 Deportivo Coruna 


Krzyztof Warzycha 29 Nourredine Naybet 84 


Juventus 2 Panathinaikos 
Alessio Tacchinardi 35, foannis Goumas 45 
David Trezeguet 83 

Deportivo Coruna 2 Hamburg SV 
Walter Pandiani 43 Sergej Barbarez 53 
Lionel Scaloni 89 


Juventus 
Deportivo Coruna 
Hamburg SV 
Panathinaikos 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Tuesday, September 26 
Juventus v Deportivo Coruna 
Hamburg SV v Panathinaikos 
Wednesday, October 18 
Deportivo Coruna v Juventus 
Panathinaikos v Hamburg SV 
Tuesday, October 24 
Juventus v Hamburg SV 
Deportivo Coruna v Panathinaikos 
Wednesday, November 8 
Hamburg SV v Deportivo Coruna 
Panathinaikos v Juventus. 


SECOND ROUND 


Four Groups of Four 


(oo OneL Prague Arsenal 
Silvinho 33 
Shakhtar Donetsk 0 Lazio 3 
Claudio Lopez 27, 
Pavel Nedved 70, 
Simone Inzaghi 80 
Arsenal Shakhtar Donetsk 2 
Sylvain Wittord 45, Alexei Bakharev 26, 
Martin Keown 85, 90 Andrei Vorobyey 29 
Lazio Sparta Prague 0 
Simone Inzaghi 35, 70, 
Juan Veron 58 


Lazio 

Arsenal 

Shakhtar Donetsk 
Sparta Prague 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, September 27 
Arsenal v Lazio 
Sparta Prague v Shakhtar Donetsk 
Tuesday, October 17 
Lazio v Arsenal 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Sparta Prague 
Wednesday, October 25 
Arsenal v Sparta Prague 
Lazio v Shakhtar Donetsk 
‘Tuesday, November 7 
Sparta Prague v Lazio 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Arsenal 


R'bory Trondheim 3 Paris St Germain 1 
Orjan Berg 17, Christian 7 

Frode Johnsen 62, 

Bent Skammelsrud 90pen 

Helsingborg 4 «Bayern Munich 3 
Bjom Johansen 90 Mehmet Scholl 7, 

H Salihamidzic 48, 
Carsten Jancker 54 
R'borg Trondheim 
Jan Soerensen 38 


Bayern Munich 
Carsten Jancker 73, 
Glovane Elber 77, 
Thomas Linke 80. 
Paris St Germain 
Nicolas Anelka 24, 
Laurent Robert 63, 
Christian 80, Talal El Karkouri 89 


Helsingborg 1 
Bom Johansen £5 


Bayern Munich 0 
Bayern Munich 0 
Rborg Trondheim 2 4 
Paris St Germain 4 


“Helsingborg 2 


Tuesday, September 26 
Paris St Germain v Bayern Munich. 
Rosenborg Trondheim v Helsingborg. 
Wednesday, October 18. 

Bayern Munich v Paris St Germain 
Helsingborg V Rosenborg Trondheim 
Tuesday, October 24 
Paris St Germain v Rosenborg Trondheim. 
Bayern Munich v Helsingborg. 
Wednesday, November 8 
Rosenborg Trondheim v Bayern Munich 
Helsingborg viParis St Germain 


QUARTER-FINAL 
First Leg — April 3/4 
Second Leq — April 17/18 
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Predrog Prey Dev * 


Heerenveen 41 
Jeffrey Talan 35 


Valencia 1 

Kily Gonzalez 38 

Olympique Lyon 4 
Peter Ofori-Quaye 19, Marc-Vivien Foe 88 
Giovanni Silva de Oliveira 34 


Valencia 
Olympiakos 
Olympique Lyon 
Herrenyeen 
REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, September 27 
Olympiakos v Heerenveen 
Valencia v Olympique Lyon. 
Tuesday, October 17 
Heerenveen v Olympiakos 
Olympique Lyon v Valencia 
Wednesday, October 25 
Olympiakos v Valencia 
Heerenveen v Olympique Lyon 
Tuesday, November 7 
Valencia v Heerenveen 
Olympique Lyon v Olympiakos 
Valencia y Heerenveen. 
Olympique Lyon v Olympiakos 


PSV Eindhoven 
Theo Lucius 39, 
Amold Bruggink 52 
Manchester United 5 Anderlecht 

Andy Cole 15, 50, 72, Jan Koller 55 

Denis Irwin 29pen, 

Teddy Sheringham 42 

Anderlecht 1 =PSVEIndhoven 0 
Didier Dheedene 81 
Dynamo Kiev 


2 Dynamo Kiev 1 
Maxim Shatskikh 6 


O Manchester Utd 0 


Manchester Utd 
Anderlecht 

PSV Eindhoven 
Dynamo Kiev 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Tuesday, September 26 
Dynamo Kiev v Anderlecht 
PSV Eindhoven v Manchester United 
Wednesday, October 18 
Anderlecht v Dynamo Kiev 
Manchester United v PSV Eindhoven 
Tuesday, October 24 
Dynamo Kiev v PSV Eindhoven 
Anderlecht v Manchester United 
Wednesday, November & 
PSV Eindhoven v Anderlecht 
Manchester United v Dynamo Kiev 


SEMI-FINAL 


First Leg — May 1/2 
Second Leg — May 8/9 


LEAGUE, 


ere ee Monaco 
Mario Jardel 16, Shabani Nonda & 
Cheorge Hagi 29, Marco Simone 62 
Carlos Capone 80 
Rangers 5 Sturm Graz ° 
Michael Mols 9, Ronald de Boer 19, Jorg Albertz 
29,Giovanni van Bronckhorst 71,Billy Dodds 85 
Sturm Graz 3 Galatasaray 0 
Sergei Yuran 31, 
Markus Schopp 64, 
Markus Schupp 82 
Monaco 0 Rangers 
Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst 8 


Rangers 
Sturm Graz 


Galatasaray 
Monaco 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, September 27 
Monaco v Sturm Graz 
Galatasaray v Rangers 
‘Tuesday, October 17 
Sturm Graz v Monaco 
Rangers v Galatasaray 
Wednesday, October 25 
Monaco v Galatasaray 
Sturm Graz v Rangers 
Tuesday, November 7 
Galatasaray v Sturm Graz 
Rangers v Monaco 


Barcelona 4 ‘Leeds United = 0 
Rivaldo 8, 

Frank de Boer 20, 

Patrick Klulvert 74, 84 

AC Milan 4 Besiktas 1 

Francesco Coco 36, Havuteu 1 ayfu |20pen 
Oliver Bierhoff 44, 

Andriy Shevchenko 4Spen, 77 

Besiktas . 3 Barcelona 

Ahmet Dursun 37, 74, 

Pascal. Nouma 87 

Leeds United 

Lee Bowyer 89 


AC Milan 
Barcelona 
Besiktas 
Leeds United 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
‘Tuesday, September 26 
Leeds United v Besiktas 
Barcelona v AC Milan 
Wednesday, October 18 
Besiktas v Leeds United © 
AC Milan y Barcelona 
Tuesday, October 24 
Leeds United v Barcelona 
Besiktas y AC Milan 
Wednesday, November 8 
Barcelona v Besiktas 
AC Milan v Leeds United 


FINAL 
Wednesday, May 23 
In Milan 


World Rankings 


(Valid until October 11) 


70 
71 


an 


2 


a Mae 


SSSSanegeesdaiaa 


tH 
E 


3 
Ss. 


94 El Salvador 
Liberia: 


Slovakia 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Turkey 


Greece 


israel 

Poland 
Slovenia 
{ireland Republic 
Jamaica 

Peru 

Ukraine 
Austria 

Korea Republic 
Iran 

Zambia 
Honduras 
Finland 

Cote d’ Ivoire 
Hungary 


‘Solomon Islands. 
Bahrain 
‘Swaziland 
Tajikistan 


Fi 
Luxemburg 


US Virgin Islands 
Mongolia 

Anguilla 

‘Turks and Caicos Is 
Bhutan 

Guam 

Montserrat 
American Samoa 


_ Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet to do not appearin the table. 


enfica has confirmed that 

German coach ‘Jupp 

Heynckes, jeered by fans at 
the last home game, was leaving the 
club just four matches into the new 
season. 

Heynckes, in charge at the Stadium 
of Light since the start of the 1999 sea- 
son, will be replaced by Jose 
Mourinho, a former assistant trainer at 
Barcelona. 

Club president Joao Vale e Azevedo 
said the departure of Heynckes, who 
coached Real Madrid to the European 
Cup in 1998 but who had never been 
fully accepted by Benfica’s fans, was 
Teaving by mutual consent. 

“T confirm that an agreement has 


end his contract by mutual agreement,” 
‘Vale e Azevedo said. 
The club later announced that 


Jupp Heynckes: Booted out of Bentica. 
been reached with...Jupp Heynckes 0 club Sporting, would be taking over. club. 

Tt will be the first time that 
Mourinho, who left Barcelona not long 
after Robson returned to England to 


Mourinho, a former assistant to Bobby take charge at Newcastle United, will 
Robson at Barcelona, Porto and Lisbon he the number one coach at a major 


Former Brazil and Benfica central 
defender Carlos Mozer, a crowd 
favourite at the Stadium of Light, was 
named as Mourinho’s assistant. ) 


wy 


RAINIER! TO ABOLISH 
ROTATION POLICY 


Claudio Ranieri: No more rotation at Chelsea. 


efender Griffin Park and left the field 
Derr oa will miss clearly in pain. Manager 
England’s World George Graham later con- 
Cup qualifier against — firmed that his left shoulder 
Germany next week after had been dislocated. 
being injured in “He'll be out for at least 
Tottenham Hotspur’s 0-0 — three to four weeks, so he'll 
draw with Brentfordinthe definitely miss the England- 
English League Cup. Germany game,” said 
Campbell fell awkwardly Graham. 
after 31 minutes of the sec- Spurs also lost their goal- 
ond round first leg tie at keeper Neil Sullivan to a red 


CAMPBELL TO MISS 
GERMANY QUALIFIER 


ew Chelsea coach 
Claudio Ranieri has 
suggested he would 


abolish the rotation selec- 
tion policy which charac- 
terised the reign of prede- 
cessor Gianluca Vialli. 

Vialli, sacked by the 
Premier League club last 
week, preferred to chop and 
change his team, often to the 
frustration of the side’s lead- 
ing players. 

However, Ranieri, who 
has also introduced a strict 
training routine of double 
sessions every day, said: “Ifa 
player is playing well he will 
be in the Chelsea team. 


card after he was adjudged 
to have tripped Brentford’s 
Paul Evans outside the 
penalty area. 

Top clubs again rested 
key players for the third- 
ranked domestic competi- 
tion, and two Premier 
League sides paid the penal- 
ty by falling victim to 
upsets. 


“Tt does not seem right to 
me to drop a player if he has 
been doing well. 

“T believe it is important 
that a collection of 12 or 13 
players get used to playing 
with each other. Then they 
know how to do that, and 
hopefully how to win, by 
memory.” 

Ranieri, an Italian who 
speaks no English, was talk- 
ing to reporters via a transla- 
tor at the London club's 
training ground. 

Tt was his first press con- 
ference since officially tak- 
ing over team affairs last 
week. 


Sol Campbell: To miss 
England’s World Cup 
qualifier against 
Germany. 
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fter threats and violence at 

the weekend, Israel 

Football Association chair- 
man Gavri Levy threatened to 
shut down the league. 

“Tf the violence gets any worse 
maybe we will have to close down 
the league,” Levy said, adding that 
he had called a meeting of all 
Premier League club chairmen. 

Levy had in mind two serious 
incidents at the weekend. 

Outside Bnei Yehuda Tel Aviv’s 
Stadium, Hapoel Petah Tikva chair- 
man Danny Levy — no relation of 
Gavri — and his daughter were 
attacked by a mob who threw rocks 
and bricks at his car, 

Levy was lightly hurt, but his 19- 
year-old daughter Liron, lost con- 
sciousness and had to be taken to 
hospital. Their car was badly dam- 


Israeli chairman threatens 
to shut down league 


aged. 

Then graffiti was discovered on 
the walls of the house of Moshe 
Teomim, chairman of Hapoel Tel 
Aviv. 

The graffiti scrawled on Tcomim’s 
house read: “We'll kill you like we 
killed Rabin", a reference to the 
murder of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in 1995, “You will die at 
Teddy (stadium)” and “Death to 
Arabs”. 

Matches between Betar Jerusalem 
and Hapoel Tel Aviv have always 
had high political undertones, with 
the Jerusalem outfit being strongly 
associated with the right-wing Likud 
party, and 

Tel Aviv having strong links with 
the Labour movernent, the party of 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak. 

The threats also caused serious 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


BONANZ 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
RING NOW 


(02) 9558 2202 


concern amongst Hapoel Tel Aviv 
fans. Some said they would not tray- 
el the 60 km (40 miles) from Tel 
Aviy to Jerusalem as they feared for 
their safety. 

Gavri Levy said that he would be 
speaking to Israel’s national police 
chief, Yehuda Wilk. 

“This situation cannot be allowed 
to continue, we could easily end up 
with a tragedy on our hands. We will 
not hesitate in taking strong mea- 
sures and closing down grounds if 
necessary,” he said, 

Sports Minister Matan Vilnai also 
spoke out: “The writing is on the 
wall, all the parties concerned must 
join forces for an all-out war against 
violence at soccer grounds before we 
are faced with a'serious tragedy.” 


HEAD OFFICE: 

236A Illawarra Road, 
|) MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
|, PH: (02) 9558 2202 


= FAX: (02) 9559 2551 


28 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 26, 2000 


Liverpool two seasons 
Behind United — Owen 


iverpool striker 
Michael Owen 
believes his club will 


be unable to challenge 


champions Manchester 
United for another two sea- 
sons. 


“I believe Manchester 
United are the best team in 
the league,” the 20-year-old 
told newspapers last week. 

“Our (Liverpool's) aim is 
Champions League football. 
If, by the end of the season, 
we have done that then we 
will have taken another step. 

“Tf we can keep making 
progressive steps then we 
may get there. Maybe give 
us a couple of years, At the 
moment, United are still 
ahead of the rest of us.” 


Lawyer for a Turkish suspect in the 

April killings of two British soccer 

fans in Istanbul accused British 
police of failing to provide co-operation 
that could have averted the killings. 

Leeds United fans Christopher Loftus and 
Kevin Speight were stabbed to death during 
street clashes around Istanbul's central 
Taksim Square on the eve of a UEFA Cup 
semi-final against Galatasaray. 

Murder suspect Ali Umit Demir’s lawyer 
told reporters after a court hearing that 
British police had failed to give Turkish offi- 
cials a list of British supporters with criminal 
records. 

“Turkish police would have made them 
stay in their hotel rooms until the match 


Ti uncle of one of Britain’s 
highest-paid footballers, 
Manchester United captain Roy 
Keane, has won nearly three million 
Irish pounds ($3.24 million) on the 
Trish Jottery, a Dublin evening newspa- 
per reported last week, 

Father-of-seven Michael Lynch, a 
brother of Keane’s mother Marie, 
scooped the mid-week lottery jackpot 
when his wife Stephanie bought the win- 
ning ticket, 

The win by Lynch, who lives in the 
southern Irish county of Cork, relegates 
Keane to being the second highest earner 
in the family. 

According to newspapers the foot- 
baller ears some 52,000 pounds sterling 
($130,000) a week with the English 
champions. 


& 


Michael Owen 


Turk lawyer faults British 


Roy Keane’s uncle 
wins Irish lottery 


Liverpool are fourth in the 
table with 10 points and have 
lost one of their five games 
this season. 

Manchester United top the 
table with 14 points, 

Owen, top scorer in the 
Premier League with six 
goals, said he was ready to 
replace retired Alan Shearer 
as England’s regular first 
choice striker. 

“I believe I am good 
enough to play regularly for 
England. It’s down to me to 
force (England coach) Kevin 
Keegan's hand, 

“If you are on fire then 
that’s what it’s about. You 
have to be able to force him 
not to leave you out,” he 
said. 


cops for Leeds deaths 


started. But British police did not help the 
‘Turkish police,” he said. 

‘The prosecution has suggested extenuating 
circumstances which could lead to reduced 
sentences if the defendants are found guilty. 
The Istanbul court has heard testimony 
that drunken British fans provoked the sus- 
pects. Demir told the court he saw British 
fans urinating on a Turkish flag. 

Four of the suspects face murder charges 
that carry sentences of up to 30 years under 
Turkish law. Sixteen more face related 
charges. 

Assault carries a sentence of two to five 
years and taking part in a murder from six to 
15 years. The trial was adjourned until 
October 23. 


Roy Keane; His uncle is now 
a millionaire, 


Boksic a class above 
the rest at Boro 


len Boksic is clearly a quick 

learner. As he left the 

Riverside Stadium _last 
Saturday evening he proved it had 
taken him only a few weeks to learn 
how to curse in Anglo Saxon — 
thumping his fist on a table for good 
measure to underline the frustrations 
which had been all too evident during 
the match, 

The Croat’s melodramatic departure 
Suggested he has learned fast in other 
ways, too, since arriving in England 
from Lazio for £2.Smillion. 

Namely that most of his new 
Middlesbrough teammates are embar- 
rassingly inferior to him. 

While Aston Villa for the most part 
enjoyed the possession and territorial 
dominance that should have seen them 
stroll to an easy victory, Boksic tried 
desperately to find at least one player in 
a red shirt who could match him in 


Bryan Robson: His team lack 
individual brilliance, 


technique and vision. He failed. 

Instead, Boksic's yery presence 
merely served to highlight the inabilities 
of others in his team and uniess 
Middlesbrough manager Bryan Robson 
adds sophistication and intelligence to a 
side that struggled to string two passes 
together, then the 30-year-old striker is 
surely certain (o feel that, even on a 
reputed £63,000 a week, he is wasting 
his time and his talents. 


Not that Villa were in the Mensa class ~ 


compared to Boro but they did, at least, 
boast the exuberance of Paul Merson - 
who despite a barrage of abuse from the 
Teeside supporters, displayed touches of 
real class. 

For all of Merson’s creative play, 
however, his most destructive delivery 
came in a post-match interview. 

“T hope I’m wrong but by the look of 
them, Boro are going to struggle,” he 
Said, describing his former club. 

“It could have got really embarrass- 
ing out there because we were in com- 
plete control. 

“We could haye easily repeated our 
4-0 win of last season and I don’t see 
any point in having world-class players 
up front if you are going to get stuffed at 
the back. 

“All the best teams are built on being 
really solid at the back and that is what 
they need to work on.” 

To be fair to Robson he is trying to do. 
just that. The manager is chasing Ugo 
Ehiogu from Villa and has upped his 
offer to £8.2m. 

But the Midlands club, who must still 
pay a chunk of any fee to the central 
defender’s last club West Brom, keep 
holding out for more. 

For all of Boro’s shortcomings in 


ace to Leeds 


jaksim Square has 

rediscovered its place 

‘as the vibrant heart 
of Istanbul. The shadow of 
the death of two Leeds 
United supporters outside 
one of its many bars five 
months ago may never lift 
completely — and nor 
should it— yet the people of 
this city have found new 
things to occupy their 
thoughts, 


Their new underground 
system opened a week ago 
and the Turkish lira is likely 
to devalue further as inflation 
continues to erode the worth 
of the population’s savings. 

There is no plaque to mark 
the spot where Kevin Speight 
and Chris Loftus wore 
stabbed to death on the eve of 


Leeds’ UEFA Cup semi-final 
against Galatasaray. No 
memorial, no reminder. 

To their families who con- 
tinue to grieve, it may seem 
callous. But perhaps the 
knowledge that the people of 
Istanbul haven’t forgotten 
what happened to two 
Englishmen on their streets 
may carry some solace back 
to Yorkshire, 

Tonight (Tuesday), another 
Turkish side, Besiktas, who 
are also from Istanbul, will 


carry flowers to Elland Road  L€@dS United Manager yy “wii! suit find those 
David O'Leary. 
in a gesture of respect und een! risk English: prepared to swear the deaths 


regret 

The 500 supporters who 
arrive for the Champions 
League match against Leeds 
know that nothing they do can 
bring back Speight and Loftus 
but they will be bringing the 
flowers from a city which still 
remembers. 

At last week's game 
against Barcelona at the Inonu 
Stadium, they unfurled a ban- 
ner to the world. It read: 
“Leeds and Besiktas. — 
United Together. 

“This match isa chance for 


wanted 


Turkish fans to be hand-in- 
hand at 2 football game,” said 
Levent Optik, of Garsi, 
Besiktas’ most fanatical sup- 
porters group. 

“We will take the flowers 
as a'symbol. We know that the 
Leeds fans are good people, 
‘not hooligans. We see that in 
the Premier League on televi- 
sion every week, And we 
know what it is like to want 
Leeds to win, because we 
them 
Galatasaray last season.” 


Alen Boksic: The Croatian 
International is in a class of his 
own at Riverside, 
defence, they were, in fact, powerless to 
stop Julian Joachim putting Villa ahead 
in the 74th minute after Dion Dublin 


had blocked on-loan goalkeeper Gary _ 


Walsh's clearance. 


The lead was the very’ least they 


deserved after stunning saves from 
Walsh denied Taylor, Merson and 
Dublin - who also hit the bar. 

Boksic did manage one fine effort 
that was headed off the line by Alan 
Wright but by the time Alpay blundered 
an 89th minute own goal equaliser, 
Boro’s lack of imagination and cohesion 
should have already been punished. 


aN “ay ~ 


ee ¢$ &S 


Words spoken with feeling 
and not because they are the 
right ones to offer, They are 
also words which belie the 
image of Turkish football as a 
cauldron of seething hate, 

This is a country which is 
warm and generous to tourists 
but presents a hostility which 
knows no bounds to visiting 
football teams. 

“Welcome to Hell’ is the 
message Galatasaray fans 
offer at Ataturk Airport. And 
they mean it. 


of Speight and Loftus were a 
natural consequence of the 
boorish behaviour of Leeds 
supporters that night in April, 

The supporters meet in the 
Merkez Square before every 
match and they would will- 
ingly invite every one of the 
500 Leeds fans who will come 
here for the retum match in 
three weeks" time for a friend- 
ship drink, 

The saddest legacy of 
Taksim Square is that Potice 
presence will not let this hap- 


beat 


# All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 
‘UEFA Cup Final 


9.30pm - 1.30pm 
Premier League Clacst: 
Matches 


Fox Sports 
Mpm - 12.55am 


English Premier League 
pore ee 


12S San 
(Sunday Morning} 
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ORLD TRANSFER 


ilst an air of 
doom, gloom 
and desponden- 


cy corrently pervades FIFA 
and UEFA in general, and 
English league clubs in par- 
ticular, over the potential 
abolition of transfer fees, 
all is nowhere near as bad 
as it may seem. 

What is being suggested, 
much overlooked and mis- 
represented by most people 
is that this is an additional 
freedom of contract but not a 
freedom from contract. That 
is most definitely a distinc- 
tion with a difference. 
Contrary to popular belief 
amongst club chairmen it 
will arguably tum the tide 
from the players’ advantage 
to that of the Clubs. 

Anew system will involve 
a whole new way of thinking 
as well as acting. Contracts 
in the ‘new age’ between 
clubs and players will be 
tore akin to the type of ser- 
vice agreements given by 
companies to their top execu- 
tives. 

Thus, although the play- 
ers’ registrations are now 
held in a complex way some 
method will have to be 
devised whereby such regis- 
tration belongs outright to 
the player, who will be capa- 
ble of free movement and not 
held onto by the clubs. 

Instead, the clubs will be 
able to hold a player to a 
fixed contract and to stop 
him moving on, at a whim or 
on the basis of being in the 
current terminology ‘tapped- 
up’. 

The likelihood is that con- 
tracts will be for short terms 


Hernan Crespo: His world record transfer lasted 


‘such as one or two years with 
a two-way option for a fur- 
ther similar term. Options 
haye to be two-way other- 
wise there is grave danger 
they cannot be enforced. 
Once a player is commit- 
ted to the contract there are 
bound to be restrictive provi- 
sions on breaking it. In other 
words,  non-competition 
clauses, with the anticipation 
they would follow similar 
executives’ Agreements, 
English Law will not 
enforce a contract for person- 
al services but it will prevent 
(by injunction if necessary) 
people walking away from 
contracts for set periods in 
order to work for other peo- 
ple in competition with their 
employer. Hence the need for 
a full Agreement and not just 
simple terms of employment, 
The expectation (in order 
for the terms not to breach 
what is known as ‘public pol- 
icy’ and thus be unenforce- 
able) would be that a player 
who breaks a contract, by 
trying to move to another 
team, would be unable to 
play for a club in the same or 
higher League, during the 
continuance of his contract. 
Various clubs in the past 
have sued others under the 
legal doctrine of ‘inducing a 


breach of contract’, which is ~ 


the proper term of course for 
tapping up. The Football 
Association, in order to pre- 
vent more of these cases 
going to court, have set up 
their own Tribunals to cover 
these aspects and they work 
very well. Nonetheless it is 
likely that there will be a 
flurry of Court or Tribunal 


little more than a week. 


Where are they going? 


Luis Figo: The world’s most expensive 
player at $96.1m. 


hearings to test the new con- 
tracts. 

After a short duration, 
when consistent decisions 
are handed down, these will 
subside with general and 
possibly specific modifica- 
tions as employment law 
unfolds. 

Clubs in tum will also 
have the power to dismiss 
players for just cause, outside 
of pure football matters and 
for exceptional long term 
injuries. They will also have 
the right to suspend players 
for breaches of discipline 
either on or off the field. 

Tt is quite likely that the 
PFA period of a two weeks 
maximum suspension includ- 
ing fines for wages could 
also go by the board. 

Furthermore, clubs might 
also decide to import into 
their contracts that they will 
not pay players during times 
of imposed suspensions by 
disciplinary bodies or when 
they are on international 
duty. It is important to 
remember that players no 
longer worth millions of 
pounds in the transfer market 
are no longer as valuable as 
they would once have been. 
In other words, contracts will 
be more fully negotiated on 
all sides than ever before. 

So far the coverage has 
dealt with potential breaches 
of contract by players and 
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testrictions on movement 
during it. However, what if 
the player and the clubs 
agree to his moving? Then of 
course some form of com- 
pensation will have to be 
payable. At present there are 
numerous suggestions being 
made, but it is likely that a 
formula will be found that 
takes into account the fol- 
lowing factors: 

* the Tength of the contract 

* the likelihood of its renew- 
al 

* the age of the player and 
how long he has been with 
the Club 

* any expenses incurred in 
training the player from an 
early age and 

+ whether he has ever in the 
past been subject to a trans- 
fer fee. 

One thing is certain which 
is that before any of the 
changes come into force it 
will require a moratorium for 
‘one or two seasons to enable 
a transitionary period to 
occur from the old system to 
the new. 

Finally, although FIFA is 
involved it must be remem- 
bered that we are dealing 
with member states only in 
the European Community, so 
there’ is nothing to prevent 
clubs outside that 
Community and in other 
parts of the world continuing 
to transfer players for fees. 


Ferguson ready to teach 
rebel Yorke a lesson 


wight Yorke’s faint tie at PSV Eindhoven will 
hopes of making a 
swift return to the 


be crushed by Sir Alex 
Ferguson. 

Manchester United team 

in the Champions League 


formed a neat side-step 
when he was asked who 
should succeed him when. 
he retires in the summer of 
2002. 


The striker, who walked 
out of Old Trafford after 
leaming he was not even a 
substitute for the game with 
Chelsea, will be fortunate to 
make the bench in Holland. 

Yorke returned late from 
international duty with 
Trinidad and Tobago earlier 
this month and a tame apol- 
ogy for his behaviour at the 
weekend will not satisfy 
Ferguson. 

The United manager 
ignored the controversy 
over his striker when he 
took part in a tame question- 
and-answer session on the 
club’s MUTV channel. 

Ferguson admitted that 
United considered signing 
France's Zinedine Zidane 


Alex Ferguson. several years ago but per- 


10.Blackbum~ 8 3 3 2 131012 
Leicester City 1 Everton 1, Bradford City} Bay : 3 a Z i d if 
Southampton 1, Coventry City 0 West Ham rf Wolverton 9 2 4310910 
United 3, Derby County 1 Leeds United 1, 14° Queen's Park 8 2 4 2 9 1010 
Ipswich Town 1 Arsenal 1, Liverpool 1 45, Bamsley 8 3.1 4131610 
Sunderland 1, Manchester United 3 Chelsea 46 Gillingham 9 2 3 4 10159 
3, Middlesbrough 1 Aston Villa 1, 17 Portsmouth 9 22 5 8128 
Newcastle United 0 Charlton Athletic 1, 18 Crystal Palace 9 2 25 6 108 
Tottenham Hotspur 0 Manchester City 0. 19. Stockport 9 | 4 4 10157 

20.Norwich 8 1 3 4 5 106 
Lue 21. Crewe 8134496 
2. Leicester City 22. Grimsby Sok 2.5. 4°10°5 
3. Arsenal 23, Sheffield Wed.8 1 2 5 6 165 
4, Liverpool 24, Huddersfield 8 1 1 6 8 144 


5. Charlton 

6. Tottenham 

7. Newcastle Utd 
8. Southampton 
9. Aston Villa 
10. Leeds United 
11, Everton 

12. Ipswich Town 7 
13, Man. City 7 
14. Sunderland = 7 
15. Middlesbrough7 
16. Chelsea i 
17. Coventry City 7 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Bournemouth 1 Oldham 1, Bristol City 1 
Colchester Utd 1, Bury 2 Port Vale 0, 
Cambridge Utd Bristol Rovers 3, 
Luton Town 2 Swindon Town 3, Millwall 5 
Oxford Utd 0, Notts County 2 Brentford 2, 
Reading 5 Swansea 1, Stoke City 1 
Rotherham Utd 1, Wigan Athletic 2 
Northampton Town 1, Wrexham 0 Walsall 
1, Wycombe 2 Peterborough Utd 0, 
PWODLF APts 


AADIIIIIIIA 


ROKR HK PNNNHHNYHYOWASR 
RULE RANDY NNYY HE NNYWOW 
See yh ie Be 
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18. WestHam 7 1, Walsall 9 62117102 
19. Derby County 7 2, Wigan 8 521617 
20. Bradford City 7 3. Bury 95220717 
4. Reading 9 5 13209 16 
ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 5.Wycombe 9 4 329 5 15 
Wolverhampton 4, Norwich 0, Birmingham o arbeidae Dede 1 5 Fi a in i 
2 Tranmere 0, Blackburn I Bolton 1, Crewe 8 ae RE 73401462 
2 Bamsley 2, Crystal Palace 0 Shefficld ° pent) novers 
; = 3 9, Millwall 7412478 
United 1, Fulham 3 Gillingham 0, Grimsby 7 
“ 10, Stoke 8341478 
0 Nottingham Forest 2,. Huddersfield 0 4) Northampton 8 4138513 
Burnley 1, Portsmouth 0 West Bromwich 1, 17. Colchester «9 2529 8 Il 
Queen's P. Rangers 2 Wimbledon 1, Sheff. 13. Swansea 8323 8841 
Wed. 1 Preston 3, Stockport 2 Watford 3. 14 Notts County 9 3 2 4 9 1011 
15, Peterborough 9 3 2 4 9 1211 
1. Fulham 16. Bournemouth 8 1 529 9 8 
2. Watford 17.PortVale 8 2249138 
3. Bolton 18.Brentford «98 «1 527148 
4, Birmingham 19. Wrexham 7 2 1 410127 
5.Preston 20.Swindn =9-7 2145147 
6. West Bromwich 9 21. Luton 9135646 
7. Sheffield Utd 8 22.Oldham = 9 «13:5 1019 6 
8.Tranmere 9 23, Bristol City 7 1 24 4 65 
9. Nottingham — 8 Sol, lisihy5 lady 


24.Oxford Utd 


ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 
Bamet 1 Hull City 1, Blackpool 1 
Chesterfield3, Cardiff City 0 
Kidderminster Harriers 0, C: United 
0 Exeter City 1, Cheltenham Town 5 
Plymouth Argyle 2, Leyton Orient 1 
Lincoln City 0, Mansfield Town 4 
Hartlepool United 3, Shrewsbury Town 0 
Rochdale 4, Southend United 1 United 1, 
Torquay United 1 Halifax Town 2, York 
City 0 Brighton & Hove Albion 1. 

F APts 
1. Chesterfield 8 
2. Rochdale 
3. Cheltenham 
4, Brighton 
5. Leyton Orient 
6. Cardiff 
7, Kidderminster 
8, Exeter 
9, Darlington 
10. Southend 
II, Bamet 
12, Macclesfield 
13. Mansfield 
14, Scunthorpe 
15, Lincoln City 
16. Shrewsbury 
17. Hartlepool 
18. Hull 
19. Plymouth 
20. Carlisle 
21. York 
22. Torquay 
23. Blackpool 
24, Halifax 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hearts 0 Kilmarnock 2, Celtic 1 Dundee 
0, Dundee United 3 Aberdeen 5, 
Dunfermline 1 Hibernian 1, Motherwell 0 
Rangers 1, St Mirren 0 St Johnstone 1. 
PWD LF APts 
880 027% 
16 5 20 
18 1219 
12 1016 
12 1012 
9 811 
10 1110 
10 1010 
6 139 
$125 


23 8 22 
18 9 20 
14 817 
15 1016 
13 1016 
15 1015 
9 615 
11 813 
8 613 
10 1113 
121011 
121211 
19 2011 
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1, Celtic 

2, Hibemian 

3. Rangers 

4, Kilmamock 
5. Dundee 

6, St Johnstone 
7. Hearts 

8, Aberdeen 

9. Dunfermline 
10. Motherwell 
11. St Mirrea 4134 
12. Dundee Utd 6 182 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Airdriconians 1 Livingston 2, Alloa 

Athletic 1 Inverness Caly.Th. 4, Ayr 

United 2 Clyde 1, Raith Rovers 0 Morton 

1, Ross County 0 Falkirk 2. 

L F APts 
16 7 16 
13 8 14 
13.9 13 
12 1213 
15 8 10 

37510 
4107 
11 146 

37176 

47153 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Clydebank 2 Partick Thistle 1, Queen of 
the South 0 Forfar Athletic 1, Queen’s 
Park 0 Arbroath 0, Stenhousemuir 2 
Berwick Rangers 0, Stirling Albion 2 
Stranraer 0. 


1. Livingston 


7. Ross County 
8. Inverness CT 


1. Livingston 
2. Ayr 
3. Clyde 


4, Falkirk z 
5. Raith 3 
6. Morton 3 3 
7. Ross County 4 
8. Inverness CT 5 
9. Alloa 3 3 
10. Airdrie 34 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Bell's Scottish Football League 
Championship, Second Division 
PWD LF APts 
1.Stranraer 7 2 
2. Queens Park = 7 2 
3. Partick i 2 
4, Stenhousemuir 7 3 
5. Clydebank Zi 
6. Stirling 2 
7. Arbroath 3 
8. Forfar 3 
9. Berwick 3 
10. Queen of S. 4 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Brechin City 3 East Fife 1, Dumbarton 2 
Cowdenbeath 4, East Stirlingshire 1 
Albion Rovers 1, Elgin 1 Montrose 1, 
Hamilton 3Academical 0, 


1. Cowdenbeath 
2. Brechin 

3. Hamilton 

4. East Fife 

5. East Stirling 
6. Peterhead 

7. Albion 

8. Dumbarton 

9, Elgin 

10. Montrose 


ITALIAN THIRD ROUND 


Lecce 1 Inter Milan 3 (Inter win 4-2 on 
aggregate), Lazio 5 Sampdoria 2 (Lazio 
win 6-3 on aggregate), Parma 5 Venezia 
(B) | (Parma win 6-2 on aggregate), 
Juyentus | Brescia 2 (Brescia win 2-1 on 
aggregate), Udinese 2 Piacenza (B) 1 
(Udinese win 3-2 on aggregate), 
Fiorentina 3 Salernitana 1 (B) (Fiorentina 
win 8-1 on aggregate), AC Milan 0 Torino 
1 (B) (AC Milan win 3-2 on aggregate), 
Atalanta 4 AS Roma 2 (Atalanta win 5-3 
on aggregate). 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Celta Vigo 1 Espanyol 0, Numancia 0 
Valencia 3, Osasuna 2 Rayo Vallecano 2, 
Real Mallorca 0 Malaga 1, Villarreal 1 
Real Oviedo 0, Barcelona 3 Racing 
Santander 1, Las Palmas 1 Valladolid 1, 
Real Madrid 4 Athletic Bilbao 1, Real 
Sociedad 1 Deportivo Coruna 1, Real 
Zaragoza 2 Alaves 2. 
PWDL 
SES, 


APts 
1, Celta Vigo 

2.DeportivoC. 3 2 
3. Real Madrid 2 
4. Valencia 2 
5. Barcelona 2 
6. Villarreal 2 
7. Rayo V. 1 
8. Valladolid 1 
9. Alaves 1 
10. Malaga 1 
11. Osasuna 1 
12. Espanyol 1 
13. Athletic B. 1 
14, Numancia 1 
15, Real Zaragoza 3 0 
16. Real Sociedad 3 0 
17. Las Palmas 3 0 
18. Real Oviedo 3 0 
19.RacingS. 3 0 
20. Real M. 30 


HEUNLALH RURUDERIULAMOAIS 


LEADING SCORERS 

3 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona), Guti 
(Real Madrid), Gaizka Mendieta 
(Valencia), Juan Sanchez. (Valencia) 

2 - Raul (Real Madrid), Edgaras 
Jankauskas (Real Sociedad), Rivaldo 
(Barcelona), Javi Moreno (Alaves), 
Walter Pandiani (Deportivo Coruna), Luis 
Cembranos (Rayo Vallecano), Aitor 
Larrazabal (Athletic Bilbao), Jose Maria 
Movilla (Malaga), Ivan Kaviedes 
(Valladolid), Catanha (Celta Vigo), Jon 
Perez Bolo (Rayo Vallecano), Jose Maria’ 
Quevedo (Rayo Vallecano), Vicente 
(Valencia). 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Hansa Rostock 1 Kaiserslautem 0, SpVgg 

Unterhaching 5 Hertha Berlin 2, Cologne 

1 Baye Munich 2, VEB Stuttgart 1 VfL 

Bochum 1, VEL Wolfsburg 4 Hamburg 

SV 4, Borussia Dortmund 0 Schalke 04 

4, Werder Bremen | Eintracht Frankfurt 

1, Energie Cottbus 1 Bayern Leverkusen 

2, TSV 1860 Munich 3 SC Freiburg 1. 
PWD LF APts 

1. Bayern Munich6 5 0 1 16 6 15 

2. Schalke 04 15 3 14 

3. Borussia D. 121112 

4, TSV 1860 M 1 8 il 

5. Eintracht F. 10 7 10 

6. Bayer L.n 8 810 

7. SC Freiburg 1059 

8. Hertha Berlin 

9. Hamburg SV 

10. VEL Wolfsburg 

11. VIB Stuttgart 

12. Kaiserslautern 

13, Hansa Rostock 

14, VfL Bochum 

15, Cologne 

16. Werder B. 

17. SpVgg U. 

18. Energie C. 

LEADING SCORERS 

6 - Paul Agostino (TSV 1860 Munich), 

Heiko Herrlich (Borussia Dortmund), 

Carsten Jancker (Bayern Munich), Ebbe 

Sand (Schalke 04), Emile Mpenza 

(Schalke 04) 

5 - Sergei Barbarez (Hamburg SV) 

4 - Horst Heldt (Eintracht Frankfurt) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


RKC Waalwijk 0 NEC Nijmegen 0, 
Groningen | Utrecht 3, Twente Enschede 
3 Graafschap Doetinchem 1, NAC Breda 
2 Willem If Tilburg 0, Fortuna Sittard 1 
Vitesse Armhem 4, Ajax Amsterdam 2 
RBC Roosendaal 0, 
PWD LF APts 
1, Vitesse 64 
2.NAC Breda’ 7 
3. NEC Nijmegen 7 
4. PSV Eindhoven 5 
5, Ajax A. 6 
6. RKC Waalwijk 7 
7. Feyenoord 3 
8. Twente E. 5 
9.Groningen 6 
10. Heerenveen 4 
5 
4 
a 
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11. Utrecht 

12. Roda JC K. 

13. Willem II T. 

14. AZ Alkmaar 5 
15. Graafschap D. 6 
16.SpartaR. 5 
17. RBCR. 7 
18. FortunaS. 5 0 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Harelbeke 0 Club Bruges 6, Eendracht 
Aalst 1 La Louviere 0, Beveren 0 
Excelsior Mouscron 0, Charleroi 4 Ghent 


4 
2 
3 
i) 
4) 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
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3, Mechelen 2 Germinal Beerschot 3, 
‘Truiden 1 Standard Liege 1, Westerlo 

1 Lokeren 1, Anderlecht 5 Lierse 2. 
L F APts 
0 27 6 21 
0 26 919 
17 1315 
13.9 14 
19° 9"13, 
18 9 13 
13 1012 


1, Club Bruges 
2. Anderlecht 

3. Charleroi 

4. Westerlo, 

5. Standard Liege 
6. Excelsior M. 
7, Lierse 

8. Lokeren 

9. Ghent 

10. Germinal B. 
11. Genk 

12. Beveren 

13. Harelbeke 
14. Aalst 

15. Antwerp 

16. Sint Truiden 
17, La Louviere 
18. Mechelen 
NOTE: The Ghent v Beveren match on 
September 16 was abandoned after 55 
Minutes while Ghent were leading 3-0. 
The Belgian Football Union will decide 
the result. 

LEADING SCORERS 

11 - Nenad Jestrovic (Excelsior 
Mouscron) 

7 - Gert Verheyen (Club Bruges), Dante 
Brogno (Charlerai) 

5 - Ivica Mornar (Standard Liege), 
Alexandros Kaklamanos (Ghent), Tomasz. 
Radzinski (Anderlecht), Sven Vermant 
(Club Bruges), Jan Koller (Anderlecht), 
Gunther Schepens (Ghent). 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


Lille 2, RC Lens 1, AJ Auxerre 0 
Olympique Marseille 1, Paris St Germain 
2 Nantes 1, Sedan 3 Bastia 3, Girondins 
Bordeaux 2 Toulouse 1, Metz 1 Monaco 
3, Olympique Lyon 0 En Avant Guingamp 
1, Stade Rennes 0 Troyes 2, Strasbourg 3 
St Etienne 2. 


SCOCOH =H PH EeHVvVaAnEREUDA 


F APts 
201317 
14 1016 
11 1015 
12 8 14 
141214 
141214 
8 814 
10 8 13 


L 
1. Paris St Germ. 2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
4111113 
4 
3 
a] 
4 
3 
a 
3 
6 
5 


2. Bastia 

3. RC Lens 

4. Lille 

5= Monaco . 

5= Troyes 

7. Metz 

8. Olympique L. 
9= Olympique M. 
9=En Avant G.p 
11. Girondins B. 
12. Sedan 

13. Nantes 

14, St Etienne 

15, AJ Auxerre 
16. Stade Rennes 
17. Strasbourg, 
18. Toulouse 
LEADING SCORERS 

7 - Frederic Nee (Bastia) 

6 - Nicolas Anelka, Laurent Robert (both 
Paris St Germain) 

5 - Shabani Nonda (Monaco), Sladjan 
Djukic (Troyes), Alex (St Etienne) 

4 - Steve Marlet, Sonny Anderson (both 
Olympique Lyon), Bruno Rodriguez (En 
Avant Guingamp), Victor Bonilla 
(Toulouse) 

3 - Alexandre Comisetti (AJ Auxerre) 
Pierre-Yves Andre (Bastia), Pedro Pauleta 
(Girondins Bordeaux), Dado Prso, 
Ludovic Giuly (both Monaco), Olivier 
Monterrubio, Viorel Moldovan (Nantes), 
Olivier. Quint (Sedan), Peggy Luyindula 
(Strasbourg), Nicolas Gousse(Troyes) 


13 
12 1012 
10 1011 
131711 
16 1810 
9 1110 
989 
1022 9 
8 136 
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PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Estrela Amadora 0 Belenenses 2, Uniao 
Leiria 1 Pacos Ferreira 4, Beira Mar 0 
Campomaiorense 0, Aves 3 Farense 1, 
Braga I Alverca 1, Porto 1 Maritimo 0, 
Gil Vicente 0 Sporting 2, Boavista 1 
Benfica 0, Salgueiros 2 Vitoria Guim. 1. 
PWD LF APts 
1. Braga 5 08 413 
2. Porto g 
3. Salgueiros 5 
4. Belenenses 5 
5. Boavista 5 
6. Sporting 5 
7. Pacos Ferreira 5 
8. Benfica 5 
9. Farense 5 
10. Maritimo 5 
Il. VitoriaG. 5 
12. Uniao Leiria 5 
13. Aves 5 
14. Campomaior, 5 
15. Alverca 5 
16. Gil Vicente 5 
17. BeiraMar 5. 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


18. Estrela A. 


Bart sesevennauavuw 
VYLLUAITICSSISS 


Cakovec 0, Dinamo 4 Marsonia 1, Varteks 
2 Osijek 3, Rijeka 0 Zagreb 1, Cibalia 0 
Slaven Belupo 0, 

PWD 
861 


F APts 
7519 
20 1317 
18 1416 
10.6 14 
9912 
11311 
14 1311 

129 


L 
1. Dinamo 1 
2. Osijek 1 
3, Zagreb 2 
4, Hajduk 2 
5. Sibenik 4 
6. Hrv.Dragoy, 3 
1, Varteks 2 
8, Cakovec 3 
9, Slaven Belupo 3 8 
10. Rijeka 4 8 
IL. Cibalia a 16 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


12. Marsonia 81167154 

Cukaricki Belgrade 2 Sartid Smederevo 0, 
Radnicki Kragujevac 1 Radnicki Nis 0, 
Napredak Krusevac 1 Hajduk Kula 3, 
Zeleznik Belgrade 3 Partizan Belgrade 2, 
Milicionar Belgrade 1 Zemun Belgrade 1, 
Zeta Golubovci 0 Vojvodina Novi Sad 0, 
Rad Belgrade 3 Sutjeska Niksic 2, Red 
Star Belgrade 4 OFK Beograd Belgrade 0, 
Buducnost Podgorica 2 Obilic Belgrade 0. 


ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 


FCM Bacau 1 Dinamo Bucharest 1, Rapid 
Bucharest 1 Universitatea Craiova 1, 
Petrolul Ploiesti 2 Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 
1, Steaua Bucharest 2 Foresta Falticeni 1, 
Gaz Metan Medias 0 Brasov 1, Otelul 
Galati 2 Gloria Bistrita 0, National 
Bucharest 2 Astra Ploiesti 0, Arges Pitesti 
1 Rocar Bucharest 0. 
PWD 
1. Steaua Buch. 7 5° 2 
2. Universitatea 7 4 
3. Otelul Galati 7 4 
4. Petrolul Ploiesti7 4 
5, Brasov 4 
6. Arges Pitesti 7 4 
7. FCM Bacau 3 
8. Rocar B. 3 
9. Dinamo B. B 
5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
0 


L F APts 
0 18 1117 
10 5 14 
12 9 13 
10 713 
4213 
OMe: 
13 1111 
141311 
1991 
9 1110 
oan: 
1 


10. Foresta F. 

11, Rapid B. 

12. National B. 

13. Astra Ploiesti 7 
14. Gloria Bistrita 7 
15. Gaz Metan M. 7 
16. Ceahlaul P. 7 
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Ivan Zamorano 
(Chile) 


